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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to wit : 

. District Clerk's Office. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That oh the sixteenth day of January, A. D, 
1830, and in the filtyfourth year of the Independence of the United States of 
America, John Marsh, of ihe said district, has deposited in this office, the title 
of n book, the right whereof he claims as proprietor, in the words following, to 
wit: 

« A Brief Report of the Debates in the Anti-Masonic State Convention of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, December 30, 

31, 18529, and January 1, 1830.’ 

• 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled, * An 
Act (or the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts and books, to the au'hors and proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein mentioned and also to an Act entitled ‘ An Act supplementary 
to an Act, entitled “ An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing 
the copies of maps, charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of such 
copies during the times therein mentioned and extending the benefits thereof 
to the arts oi designing, engraving, and etching historical and other prints.* 

j;no. W. DAVIS, 

Clerk of the District of Massachusetts 
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DEBATES, &c. 


Wednesday, Dec. 30, 1829. 
The Convention was organized by the choice of 

Col. Puny Merrick, of Worcester, President. 

Dr Abner Phelps, of Boston, ) 

Manasseh Kempton, Esq., of NewBedfor3, ) 

Elijah Williams, } 

Nathan Lazell, Jr, \ Secretaries. 

Stephen Oliver, ) 

Prayers were offered by Rev. Ethan Smith. 


\ 


Vice Presidents 


/ 


On the motion to choose a Committee to report on the UnUh of 
the disclosures of Free Masonry , now before the public ,* 

Mr A. Churchill, of Milton, questioned the expediency of , 
this measure. It was spending time that could lie more usefully 
employed. He thought the Convention might as well choose a 
committee to report whether the sun was now shining above 
or below the horizon. He did believe the testimony sufficient to 
convince onv reasonable map, who would take the trouble to 
examine it, that the principles of Masonry were now before the 
world. In many instances, in judicial proceedings, the testimony 
of a single witness of fair character, had been sufficient to 
establish facts affecting the property and lives of individuals. In 
this case, there were hundreds, and perhaps thousands of credible 
witnesses, residing in different and distant places, whose testi- 
mony corresponded in every material cirClimstanie. They could 
have held no communication with each other; they were con- 
cerned in no mutual project of profit or aggrandizement; and 
thev could have no common object to deceive. If one individual 
had come forward after another, and denied the correct ness of 
former disclosures, saying, i this man has imposed upon you a 
false statement, I will tell you the truth,’ and then varied the 
testimony so as to give himself a personal and particular claim to 
attention and distinction, then we might have been thrown into 
doubt; but when multitudes of individuals, in different sections 
of the countrv, testified to the same facts; when they could 
obtain no possible object by falsehood and misrepresentation, and 

0 

* See Proceedings of the Convention, as published by the Committee, page 4 
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they could have no motive to deceive, but came forward with 
reluctance and shame, to acknowledge faults and confess errors, 
we cannot withhold our belief. He questioned the expediency 
of appointing a Committee to report on the truth of the disclo- 
sures of Free Masonry, because it might be thought to look as 
if we had doubts on the subject, which he, and he believed none 
of the Convention, entertained. He was willing, however, to 
vote for the motion if others thought it necessary. 

Dr Phelps, of Boston, hoped the motion would prevail. This 
was an important question. Are these disclosures true? It 
seemed necessary that the Convention should decide on this fact 
before they could consistently proceed further. If they -^re true, 
if we believe them to be true, if we decide they are true;then 'j 

we could go on. He did not doubt that many members bf the 1 

Convention were completely satisfied oil this point. (But the fact 
should be made to appear in our proceedings. The doings of 
this convention will go before the public. And the deliberate 
opinion of this large and respectable body, on the truth of the 
disclosures of Free Masonry, will have weight on the public 
mind, provided it should be the result of calm, candid, and 
thorough investigation. He thought it was important that this 
Committee should be appointed. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

IN THE AFTERNOON 

Mr Churchill, of Milton addressed the Convention, on the 
character and tendency of the Masonic Institution. He said the 
short address which the limits of otfr time and his state Of indis- 
position permitted him to make, Would be devoted principally to 
that trait in the masonic character, designated by the Oath of the 
Royal Arch Mason. Passing over its affronting attacks on the 
* Christian religion, and its implied disregard of private rights, we 
approach that daring vaunting of crime and injustice contained in 
the two following obligations, viz: — i In the presence of Almighty 
God and this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons erected to God and 
dedicated to the holy order of Saint John , I do most solemnly and sin- 
cerely swear , in addition to my former obligations , fyc., that I will aid 
and assist a Companion Royal Arch Mason whenever I shall see Mm 
engaged in any difficulty, so far as to extricate Mm from ‘the same, 
ichethcr he be right or wrong? ( Furthermore , do I promise and 
swear, that a Companion Royal Arch Mason's secrets, given me in 
charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain ae secure 
and inviolable in my breast as in his own , when communicated to me, 
murder and treason not excepted ? 

The lesson is short, Mr President, and this is allthat need be 
learhed of Masonry to blast its reputation with every honest man. 
Casual difficulties, the effect of accident, are not alone the ob- 
^ jects of this obligation; but they are moral aberrations, difficul- 
ties in which a perverse mind may have entangled the guilty; for 
the sequel would else be without import, namely, whether he be 
right or wrong. 
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Again, what are the secrets thus inviolably to be guarded ? 
Are they the unguarded expressions, the hasty actions, which are 
no sooner uttered or executed than repented of ? No, they we 
the first volitions, the maturating process, and the heart rending 
execution of crime; of crime in all its numerous gradations; of 
crime against property and reputation; of crime against the 
peace of families; of crime against that human life which has 
become obnoxious to masonry or any masonic character, amongst 
whom no offence is so great as speaking the truth. . 

Acting under the above obligations, the lirst duty of^uch a 
mason who knows his confederate to have stained his han<^ with 
unmasonic blood, is to hide the perpetrator from public suspi- 
cion. This is done by extravagant eulogiums and high toned 
recommendations of his purity and integrity. This failing, he 
must be enabled to elude the research of the officer, if, indeed, 
the officer is not previously indisposed to making any search. 
Or if brought to trial, the witnesses must remember their masonic 
obligations are paramount to those imposed in court. The jury 
must listen to the cry of guilty distress. 

But if all this should fail, there is fortunately in this common- 
wealth, no other resource for masonic influence, but to besiege the 
throne with universal petition for mercy;* or to break the prison 
holts and let the blood stained prisoner go free. It is believed 
that in the progress of premeditated crime there is a period, at 
which the perpretrator is hesitating; how then are t his. pur poses 
emboldened by knowing, that every mason will support him, and 
every such house is a sanctuary into which he may flee and 
find protection. 

The above gradations are founded on criminal process; but the 
same principles apply to controversy between individuals suitably 
arranged. 

Masonry has the arrogance to claim unbounded antiquity, and 
many .worthy characters borne on its catalague. Its claim, how- 
ever, to those characters, has been before confuted. See an ad- 
dress at the first County Convention held in this state at Dedham. 
With respect to its antiquity, could we once condescend to trifle 
with truth, we would admit their claim, and then say what has 
your ancient institution to boast ? Is antiquity of folly, of crime, 
and of punishment too, the shame you glory in? -Has Masonry 
ever hushed to silence the discord of jarring nations? Has the 
rotundity and diurpal revolutions of the earth been developed by 
Masonry ? Was the trembling needle, which, like the; trembling 
conscience, is ever restless till it has gained its point, directed 
by masonic science ? Did her fallacious light show to us the as- 
tonishing powers of gravitation, or unfold the principles on which 
eclipses are calculated ? 

In fine, it is believed that no one discovery, that ever blest the 
human family, was effected or aided by the light of Masonry; for 

* See the case of the Ruffians who shot the black man in Malden. 
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of all the before mentioned improvements, and indeed of all 
others, except sensual gratifications, and that adoration which 
nature inspires, the Great Grand Royal Arch High Priest and 
Grand King, Solomon, was most profoundly ignorant. 

But, Mr President, one word a3 to theii real antiquity. Of 
this we find scarcely any vestige. Through the darkness which 
covers their mischievous and detestable ancestry, there breaks 
out here and there a recorded crime or execution, to show that 
such a race has existed. 

Jq ft24, or 5, an edict of the British government, applying, as 
I thia$ to speculative Masons, though some of them might be 
operative too, denounced their order as guilty, and inflicted the 
punishment of death on some of their principal leaders; and fine 
and imprisonment on all that followed them. In latter days, the 
sudden and unaccountable death of Alexander of Russia, soon 
after issuing an edict to suppress those infamous assemblies, has 
marked another epocha in their history. 

Mr Oliver, of Lynn, spoke at considerable length on the cha- 
racter of the Masonic institution. He alluded to the extravagant 
panegyric bestowed on it by its orators and votaries, its high- 
wrought claims to antiquity and moral excellence, and tothe_pas- 
sive submission with which it had been received by the world. 
He stated that for a long time, he paid but little attention to the 
growing opposition against it, nor to the alleged disclosures of 
its ceremonies and oaths. But when individuals of his own ac- 
quaintance who belonged to the society had assured him of the 
truth of these disclosures, he had investigated the subject, and 
been convinced that the institution was not deserving of public 
support. He concluded with an impressive appeal to Christian 
ministers, who, leaving the open and cheerful daylight of the 
Gospel, were groping for more light in the dark and gloomy cav- 
erns of Masonry. 

The Committee on the truth of the disclosures of Free Mason- 
ry, made a report.* On motion for its acceptance, Mr Bowman, 
of Cambridge, moved an amendment of that part of the Report 
which stated, the body ofWilliam Morgan had been sunk in Ni- 
agara river. He had seen no poskive evidence of this fact. He 
thought nothing should proceed from this body, which was not 
capable of being lolly substantiated, by direct and unimpeachable 
evidence. He understood the subject was now before legal tri- 
bunals in New Yolk, and it did not become us to interfere, and 
prejudge the case. Whatever might be the conviction of individ- 
uals, as no legal decision had yet been made, it was not advisa- 
ble for this convention to make any statements which were not 
supported by positive testimony. 

Mr Henry I). Ward was in favor of adopting the report as it 
stood. He entertained no doubt that the body of Morgan had 
been sunk in the river, as alleged. He spoke in high and hon- 

* Doings o t the Convention, page 4. 
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orable terms of E. Giddins, with whom he had conversed on this 
subject. Mr G. had the care of Morgan during the first part of 
his confinement in the magazine of the Fort. In common with 
several others of the fraternity, he once started for the Fort, for 
the express purpose of inflicting the penalties of Masonry on Mor- 
gan. Before they reached the place, Giddins and another fell 
back, and refused to proceed. His partiality for the institution 
began to weaken from this moment, when he found it was lending 
him to the destruction of human life. His scruples brought him 
into a dispute with Col. King, one of the party, and he gave up 
to him the key of the magazine. Finding they were determined 
to go on with their inhuman work, and fearing to be implicated 
in the catastrophe, he made business which took him away into 
Canada, for a few days. When he came home on the 20th his 
family told him that his ferry-boat had been made use of the night 
before. The men in whose clutches he had left Morgan, gave 
him to understand, in the most significant terms, that he had been 
destroyed. He shrunk from hearing particulars, for he felt the 
information might be perilous to himself, and unsafe to them. He 
was directed by them, to walk the shore of the lake, mornings, to 
watch whether the body floated ashore/ Whilst the people after- 
wards were raking the river, these masons were in the utmost con- 
sternation and alarm. They were continually on the shore, watch- 
ing the result of the labor. A high mason came to him, and told 
him [G.] to be on the alert, saying with great energy, ‘ they'll find ' 
that damned carcase yet , 9 Mr W. mentioned a great number of 
facts and circumstances, which left not the shadow of a doubt in 
his mind, that Morgan had been sunk in Niagara river, on the 
night of the 19th of September, 1826. 

Mr S. D. Greene, of Boston, (formerly of Batavia, N. Y.) 
followed in support of the Report, and spoke at some length, giv- 
ing other circumstances which went to prove the fact alleged. 

Mr Morton, of Milton, (who drafted the report) observed 
that as unanimity of opinion was desirable in this case, the ex- 
pression of a single dissent, to a part of the report was sufficient 
for him to yield his own views: and he consented to the amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was then unanimously agreed to. 

Mr Ward then spoke of the truth of the disclosures of Free 
Masonry as far as his personal knowledge extended. He had ta- 
ken three degrees, and the work of Morgan was a fair and com- 
plete revelation of what he had taken. He alluded to the ques- 
tion so often asked, why seceders remained so long in the society 
before they discovered its corruption and withdrew. He said 
many joined it with the solemn belief that the institution had been 
patronised by Moses and Enoch, by Solomon and Noah, by the 
holy St John, and all the great and good men sin£e. Masonic 
orators and historians had said that it came from God, and that it 
was the foundation of all religion. Individuals joined it with ex- 
alted prepossessions in its favor. They could not presume to 
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judge and condemn in an instant what had been lauded by so 
many scholars and divines before them. The oaths were not 
written; they were delivered to them word by word ; they 
swore to them by peace-meal, and knew not what they did till all 
was done. In fact, they relied on the description of others for 
the character of the institution, and never examined it themselves. 
When they found they had been imposed on, and that Masonry was 
corrupt and corrupting, they withdrew, and raised their voice to 
warn others. Had such a voice been heard before, they might 
not have been deluded into the snare. 

Rev. Mr Thacher, of Wrentham, could attest to the correct- 
ness of the disclosures to the seventh, or Royal Arch degree, 
which he had taken. He considered the oaths of Masonry nei- 
ther legally, religiously, nor morally binding, because they were 
illegal, irreligious, mid immoral in themselves. He alluded to 
the blasphemous personification of Jehovah in; the burning bush, 
and entered at some length into a description of the oaths and cer- 
emonies of the seven degrees he had taken. 

The Report* was then unanimously accepted. 


Thursday Morning, Dec. Si. 

The Convention met according to adjournment. 

Prayers were offered by the Ke v. Peter Sanborn of Read- 
ing. 

The Committee on the Jbdiqmty of Speculative Free Masonry , 
made a Report. On motion of its acceptance — 

Mr Hobart, of Leicester, conceived that a Report of this na- 
ture, containing important facts, ought not to be hurried through 
the Convention; and if it was in order he would move that its 
further consideration should be referred to a future hour, in order 
that we might deliberate and act with deliberation upon it. He 
moved its further consideration be postponed till 4 o’clock this 
afternoon. 

Dr Phelps, of Boston, thought an earlier period was prefera- 
ble. There was much business before the Convention, and the 
time was short. Many members were a great distance from their 
homes and it was inconvenient to hold a long session. He 
wished to proceed with all the despatch which the nature of the 
case would admit. He was therefore in fhvor of one o’clock, 
this day ; which hoHr was afterwards agreed upon. 

The Committee on the State of the Public Press made a Re- 
port. On motion for its acceptance, Mr Simonds, of Boston 
wished to have the names of those editors who refused to publish 
information on this subject. The public expected newspapers to 
be the fair and faithful chronicles of the times, and if there were 
papers, which suppressed information important to the communi- 

* See Proceeding of the Convention, p. 4. 
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ty, the fact should be generally known, and the names of the 
publishers given. He had no wish to injure the feelirigs or inte- 
rests of any individual connected with the press, neither did he 
think the public should suffer injury by the suppression of facts 
which strongly affected their interests and rights. He hoped the 
names of papers would be given, whose editors had been applied 
to, to publish information on this subject, and who had refused; 
and he made a motion to that effect. 

Mr Walker, of Boston, did not wish that any such invidious 
distinctions should be taken. He portrayed the delicate situa- 
tion in which editors and publishers were placed, and gave some 
forcible reasons why such a course was not expedient. 

Mr Simonds replied that if the fact were true that the press 
was muzzled, the public ought to know it; and also by whom it 
was done. 

Mr Hobart, of Leicester, hoped the motion would not prevail. 
Printers of newspapers were Under the necessity of relying on 
the patronage of those who supported their presses. They must 
watch the feelings of their subscribers, and they could not with 
prudence hazard the excitement which an unpleasant develope- 
ment might make. The time would come when they might ex- 
press their sentiments on this subject without fear and without 
injury; but that period had not yet arrived. It was too early to 
censure these individuals, these editors, and to mark them out in 
distinguished lines. To do it now was premature; it was bad 
policy. 

Mr Whitney, of Boston, thought that c sentinels on the watch- 
towers of liberty,’ as editors had been called, should not be 
deterred from doing their duty. After the garrison had driven 
the foe from their gates, there was not much merit in sounding 
an alarm. It should be heard at the approach of the enemy, and 
not after the battle was fought. 

He, however, was not disposed to ask for names at this time, 
as a perfect list could not be obtained. The country presses 
were locked as close on this subject as those of the metropolis; 
and it might appear invidious to publish the names of a few, and 
omit those of many who were equally obnoxious to censure ; for 
if the disclosures of masonry were true, the interests of the com- 
munity must suffer by their suppression. It was a fact, that a 
great majority of the public presses in this city, were conducted 
by masons; — men who had sworn not to c write, print , paint, nor 
engrave the secrets of masonry, on anything moveable or im- 
'moveable under the canopy of heaven, whereby they may become 
legible or intelligible to themselves or to any others in the known 
world.’ This all masons swear in their first oath. Now if such 
editors consider ‘the masonic oath binding, they, of course, will 
not consent to break it by publishing information on this subject, 
, and if they did, they would commit perjury, in his view, just as 
much as those masons who take other methods of disclosing these 
2 
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secrets. When the nature and tendency of masonic oaths were 
generally understood, together with the improper and deceptive 
manner in which they are administered, editors would not feel so 
shackled as they do at present. They swear not only ‘ never to 
reveal,’ but ‘ ever to conceal ’ the secrets of masonry. In order 
to conceal what is already disclosed, they have to suppress, and 
refuse to publish facts which many of their patrons are interested 
in knowing. All editors, therefore, who are masons, and who 
consider their oaths binding, must be presumed as acting under 
a sense of masonic duty in suppressing information and pervert- 
ing facts which go to expose the hidden things of their order. 
To publish their names, might be visiting on their heads, the 
censure which belongs to the institution. We sought not to 
injure individuals; our efforts were directed towards the destruc- 
tion of an institution whose secret principles we believed to be 
corrupt, and whose power we considered dangerous. 

Mr Rice, of Northborough, would offer another reason why no 
sweeping censure should be made against the conductors of the 
press. Some papers never admitted the discussion of religion 
in their columns; others never took a decided ground, but abjur- 
ed politics — many were free for both. From the latter, the pub- 
lic had means for information, and from these there was a suffi- 
cient avenue to enlighten the public. He did not wish to do 
anything which might appear like proscription in any case. He 
thought the press ought to be left wholly free to publish what it 
pleased, and the public also should be left free to patronize whom 
it pleased. There were several religious papers in Boston, 

' which noticed nothing but religious matters; the conductors of 
these papers might not be aware of the bearing which masonry 
had on religion, and therefore have omitted to allude to the sub- 
ject. He should |)e sorry to do anything which might have a 
tendency to diminish the circulation of such papers. He thought, 
however, that they should publish an abridged statement of the 
masonic disclosures, and of the doings of the people, in the same 
manner that they described the progress of Temperance Socie- 
ties, Lyceums, &,c. These matters, in his view, did not nearer 
affect religion than Anti-Masonry did. 

P Mr Amasa Walker, of Boston, remarked, that he consi- 
dered the subject now before the Convention, (the report on 
the state of the Public Press,) the most important that would 
be presented to their attention, and he hoped it would draw forth a 
full discussion. It was one of the great objects of the meeting, 
and was second to none in its practical consequences. The 
report assumes the position, that Masonry does exert an undue 
influence over the public press. Mr W. said he need not use an 
argument to convince the gentlemen of this Convention that the 
position was true. It was well known to all, but there might 
be some within the sound of his voice, who might not be equally 
satisfied on this point, but he believed that the fact would be 
apparent to every man, it he would for a moment reflect on the 
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course pursued by the conductors of the public press, in relation 
to the abduction of Mr Morgan, and the subsequent atrocities 
connected with that event. The whole of that transaction, it 
was well known, was ridiculed and scouted by the editorial corps 
throughout the United States; and all who manifested a desire to 
investigate the subject were abused and traduced. It was not thus 
when Stephenson, the i&fugee, the felon, was wrongfully arrested 
and imprisoned, in this free country — there was then a high and 
universal sympathy in his favor — a sympathy honorable to Ameri- 
can feeling and American freedom. That sympathy was, and could 
not but be held, in high and striking contrast with the silence and 
apathy of the public press, when a free citizen was torn from the 
bosom of his family, to suffer incarceration and destruction. 
Circumstances and events, the story of which would form some of 
the most interesting pages of the history of our country, had 
taken place, pnd the public, as a body were wholly unapprised of 
their existence, while the characters of those who had been nobly 
engaged in the cause of liberty, had been loaded with reproach, 
and branded with infamy. — But, said Mr W., the situation of 
the editorial corps, in regard to this subject, is one of great diffi- 
culty and delicacy. They deserve as much, perhaps, of our 
sympathy as of our censure, and they require of us a strong 
expression of our sentiments on this subject. He would not 
assert that all editors were subservient to the dictation or influ- 
ence of Masonry, there were honorable exceptions to the remark 
in this city, and he would be happy to designate them, if it might 
not appear invidious. There were exceptions in the country, 
and he took pleasure in noticing the editors of the Massachu- 
setts Yeoman, published in Worcester. They had set a noble and 
fearless example, by coming out, not as the partisans of Anti- 
Masonry, but as the advocates of free inquiry, admitting well 
written articles, on both sides of the question, into their columns. 
It was a generous example, and one, he hoped, that would be 
followed. I have said, continued Mr W., that the situation of 
editors is one of great difficulty. They must, like all other men, 
be governed in some measure by reference to their interest. It 
is well known that liiost of our newspapers receive a very scanty 
support. The withdrawal of a few names would make many an 
establishment bankrupt. The consequence is, that the editors 
feel greatly averse to the taking of any step that may subject 
them to the loss of subscribers; and knowing that some, (and 
how many they know not,) of their patrons are masons, they 
dare not incur the displeasure of the brotherhood. 

The thunders of Masonry arc long and loud in their ears, but 
the voice of the people they do not hear, and therefore it is not 
a matter of wonder or censure, that they hesitate; but if, after 
they shall have been made to hear the voice of a suffering people, 
they neglect to discharge their duty, they become highly criminal. 

These considerations require us, as the representatives of a 
large body of the people of this Commonwealth, to speak in a 
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voice they cannot misunderstand . It must be obvious to every 
reflecting mind, that upon the conduct of the press is to depend 
the character of this controversy. If it is free , the people will be- 
come enlightened and all undue excitement will be allayed; but if 
shackled, the movements of the people will be like the terrific 
heavings of a boisterous ocean. It may be well, said Mr W., to 
consider some of the objections usually offered by editors, when 
requested to insert anything on this subject : and one is, ‘that 
the public, as a body, do not feel an interest in the question.’ 
It may be well replied to this objection, that if the public do not 
feel interested on the subject, it is only because they have never 
been suffered to know the true nature and importance of it. 
But it is an indisputable fact, thatdn all places, and in every part 
of our country, where any tolerable degree of information has 
been diffused, the people have manifested a greater degree of 
interest and feeling on this, than on any other subject that has 
been broached since the days of the revolution. I 

One editor will object ‘ that he has not room!’ But, said Mr 
W., he can find plenty of room for the wonderful and interesting 
exploits of Sam Fateh! Yes, there is room enough for any thing 
and every thing but Anti-Masonry, and some find room enough 
to abuse even that. 

Another very good man will say, ‘ Oh ! Anti-Masonry is sub- 
siding, it is all dying away in New York, and why do you wish 
to wake up a similar excitement here?’ Now, said Mr W., for' 
the special benefit of such gentlemen, and others desirous of 
knowing, I will just state at what rate Anti-Masonry is subsiding 
in New York. The Anti-Masonic votes, in that State last year, 
were 33,000, and this year there are 70,000. Now as our 
Masofiic friends profess to be somewhat skilled in the abstract 
sciences, I hope they will just favor us with a calculation, how 
long it will be, at this rate, before Anti-Masonry will be entirely 
extinct ! 

But other editors will object ‘ If this question is discussed in 
the newspapers, it will produce an excitement .’ Mark the great 
kindness of these guardians of the public weal. They take the 
people under thejr parental care, and most humanely conceal 
from their view a subject which they know will produce excitement ♦ 
They virtually declare that the people are not competent to decide 
on the merits of a question, which, if discussed, will arouse their 
feelings and passions. This sentiment is in accordance with a 
certain doctnfie, quite in vogue in the despotic courts of Europe, 
that ‘ the more ignorance the more peace ’ — but however well it 
might suit the purposes of foreign tyrants, it would not, he 
trusted, .find much favor in this latitude. 

‘ The Staple will be excited ?’ Why ? Are they not capable of 
judging whether they have sufficient cause for excitement ? And 
if they have, wlm should they not be ? The people were excited 
at the commencement of the Revolution. Hancock and Adams 
called aloud <fo4seir fellow citizens to awake to a sense of their 
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danger, and the public press echoed their appeals and spread 
the excitement through the Colonies. But for this the people 
might have been kept in a glorious state of quietude! There 
would have been no disturbance! The fires of Bunker Hill 
would never have blazed!, and we, good Jinppy people, might 
still have been the peaceable subjects! of the British Crown. 
It was safe then to trust the people with a true history of the 
encroachments and impositions of arbitrary power, and it is safe 
now. Lamentable indeed is it, if, after a lapse of half a century, 
the people of these States are found too ignorant or vicious to be 
trusted with tjie care of their own business, the preservation of 
their own rights. 

The doctrine might be true when applied to the slaves of the 
Russian Autocrat, or the degraded subjects of the Grand Seign- 
ior, but it was a gross libel on the intelligent descendants 
of those brave men, who fought the battles of our country’s 
freedom. I know, said Mr W., that there have always been 
found, in every age and every country, a few kind hearted souls , 
that were willing to undertake the task of governing and pro- 
tecting the ‘ dear people,’ who, as they would have it believed, , 
were unable to take care of themselves. Noble kings and grand * 
prelates have, in every age, been ready to watch over the people 
and talce very good care of them; — but, said Mr W..* in this 
country we have been taught that the people are the sovereign, 
and that the only trouble they have, is to get at the fniifi, and 
rid themselves of their oppressors. 

But it may be asked what would you do in reference to the pub- 
lic press? Would you have every editor come out and attack 
Masonry, abusing its members and denouncing its principles ? ' 
Certainly not, nothing can be farther from our wishes, we do not 
call for partizan editors; but we do call, and we would hope in a 
voice that shall be heard, upon the conductors of the public press 
to open their columns to a fair and temperate discussion of the 
merits and demerits of this important question, We only wish that 
the public may be enabled to form opinions after having an oppor- 
tunity to hear both sides. It is a very trite, but indisputable maxim, 
that a good thing will not suffer from investigation; this being pre- 
mised it is difficult to conceive why the friends of the institution 
should have any objection to the strictest scrutiny, We believe, said 
Mr W., that a large mass of information is in existence in rela- 
tion to the history and principles of Masonry, and our desire is 
that the community may be put in possession of it; we ask nothing 
more, and as free citizens of a free republic we can ask nothing 
• less, certain as we are, that this is tne only way in which an 
enlightened public sentiment can be formed. It is what we believe 
the public have a right to demand and what they must, and will 
have. It cannot but be obvious to the people that the conductors 
of the public press aro in relation to this subject governed by 
some unwonted and universal influence. Their suspicions are 
aroused, their fears excited, and imagination put upon the stretch 
for the true causes that produce such unparallelled effects. 
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It is too late, said Mr W., to talk of putting down this excite- 
ment, you might as well attempt to close the crater of a burning 
volcano. The thing is out , the people have taken the alarm, and 
it now becomes a most imperative duty of all editors to enlighten 
their constituents in regard to it, allaying all unreasonable fears 
and presenting such facts and circumstances as will enable them 
to judge whether Masonry is dangerous or not. Should they 
not strive to allay the excitement by convincing their fellow citi- 
zens in a full exhibition of the institution that it is neither in its 
nature or effects, hostile to their private or public interests? Are 
not the sentiments and principles I advance, said Mr W., irp*c- 
cOrdance with reason, and congenial to the constitution and genius 
of our government ? 

We propose no violent measures, we only wish to express the 
feelings of the People, that those who conduct the public press 
may know what they wish and what course of conduct they will 
approve and sustain. Are we to be branded as seditious and held up 
as ‘ political incendiaries ?* We make no threats, we will not kid- 
nap any editor, we will not fire any printing office; we leave such 
business to those who have had experience in it, but we will bestow 
our patronage when it shall tell on the cause of free inquiry and 
liberal and honest investigation. We ask no editor to be a par- 
tizan, but we do ask for fair play, and a fair hearing; and this is 
what we hope to obtain by the measure now to be adopted. The 
gentlemen of this Convention, many of whom are aged and verier- 
able men, have come from a great distance at much labor and 
expense, and they have not come for amusement. They have 
come here io do something in a cause which they believe vitally 
important. They have come here asking and expecting no reward 
but the consciousness of having served their God and their coun- 
try. They would raise their voices in behalf of the freedom of 
the press. They would call on every editor to decide whether 
he will espouse the cause of the people, or of Masonry. In the 
language of the prophet they would say, 1 How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions, if the Lord be God, follow him, but if Baal, 
then follow him.’ 

Da Thompson, of Charlestown, said he would embrace the 
present opportunity to make a few remarks. 

It was frequently asked what were the objects of Anti-Masons, 
and how were they to be carried into effect? The question would 
admit of being»answered in various ways. He remarked he felt 
much pleased with the course the Convention had taken. For 
himself he could say with the utmost honesty and sincerity of 
heart that he felt no prejudice against any Mason living. This 
Convention had not assembled against anything of flesh and blood 
but to contend against principalities and powers; against the spirit 
of wickedness which dwelt in high places; it was to contend 
against a vast engine of power which might be made to act against 
the dearest rights and privileges of our native land; an engine 
which, though possibly it never had, yet still might be turned to 
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the most dreadful harm. Our fathers never stopped to inquire 
whether the royalists around them were quiet and peaceable 
men. They believed them to be such. Yet when they saw that 
it was possible or probable that they might do injury they did not 
lie still. They snuffed tyranny in the breeze afar ofF; and they 
crushed it in the germ. He asked, 4 have the descendants of 
these mighty minds degenerated?’ , Has the spirit which animated 
them, become m these latter days extinct? Do not men of mighty 
minds exist among us who may turn this vast engine to the de- 
struction of liberty? He continued, that among this gifted and 
enlightened people, the only power was mind; mind could only be 
acted upon by mind. It was the lever of the enthusiastic philoso- 
pher who said, 4 give me a place whereon to stand and I will move 
the world.’ This, and this alone was the lever by which public 
opinion could be acted upon. In the business before the Conven- 
tion he wished everything to be based upon the rock of truth. He 
would that the public should be fully enlightened concerning the 
dark secrets of Masonry. The Press, instead of doing this, had en- 
deavoured to quiet public apprehension, but all such attempts 
would prove vain. It might as well essay to quiet the rockings of 
the Sicilian sea when it was shaken by the convulsions of Etna, as 
attempt to check examination. He did not wish for excitement; 
he wished for investigation. He had watched the conspiracy of 
blood, of treason; but still it was not necessary to have any excite- 
ment. If the facts alleged were untrue it was easy for a grand en- 
campment of the Masons of Massachusetts to declare publicly 
the falsehood of statements so publicly made by those who had at- 
tacked the foundations and principles of their order. If they were 
false they could be easily confuted. In the absence of such confu- 
tation the inference was plain that these statements were true. 
They (the Convention) stood as guardians of their children’s rights. 
As fathers, as protectors of the rights of unborn millions, they 
grasped the interests of posterity with a deep intensity of feeling. 

If these statements were false, why should the Masons of this 
Commonwealth withold information of their falsehood, when it 
was so easily given ? Why should even the Lodges of Boston 
hesitate to give such information ? They alone might have stayed 
the excitement; but as yet they have remained passive. The ex- 
citement so easy to have been quelled, still goes on notwithstand- 
ing it is in the power of the Masons of this city to silence it for- 
ever. Instead of this, their actions have been but the mere 
song of lullaby. They are silent concerning the shocking oaths 
and ridiculous and blasphemous ceremonies imputed to them and 
the enormities sanctioned by the laws of their order. 

They should direct public opinion, not follow it. They should 
join in this emancipation of the human mind from the thraldom of 
error. When the mind shall be freed by truth, then it will be free 
indeed. If those who are under the influence of these awful and 
terrible bonds could be freed from their chains, it would be to 
them an act of mercy. 
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He continued : I am aware that those who have gone forward 
in this warfare of truth against error, will, must suffer. I mean 
no disrespect to the chair, but you, Mr President, have suffered; 
I have suffered; others have suffered. But may we not say, Mr 
President, that ‘ we reckon the sufferings of this present time as 
not worthy to be named in comparison with that glory which shall 
be revealed ’ to our country, when this unrighteous and blasphe- 
mous institution, which assumes to itself the high prerogatives of 
government, and whose enormities are written in characters of 
blood, and every other fetter which binds the huinan mind, may 
be broken. 

The motion to amend, by inserting names, was withdrawn, and 
the Report unanimously accepted. 


The Committee appointed to draft an Address to the People of 
this Commonwealth , expressive of the views of this ConventiQn on 
the character and tendency of the Masonic Institution, made a 
Report.* On motion for its acceptance — 

Mr Bowman, of Cambridge, moved, that the word must ‘must 
bring us into unpleasant collision,’ be stricken out. He did not, 
for one, wish to involve the private friendships which had existed, 
and did exist, between those opposed to Masonry and Masons, 
themselves. Although he could not exchange the masonic grip, 
he still wished to give the friendly squeeze. He preferred using 
the word may , instead of ‘must bring us into unpleasant collision,’ 
because he would not anticipate the consequences of the acts of 
this Convention. He hoped no such bad consequences would 
follow. He wished for peace, not excitement and animosity. He 
believed the time would come when Masons themselves would 
look with candor on our proceedings, and applaud the result, 
f Mr Ruggles, of Troy, said he came not to bring peace 
L, but a sword where error was the enemy. Those who had oppos- 
ed masonic principles had been traduced. In this contest for ri^ht, 

. }ie should not shrink from the discharge of a sacred duty. He 
held his charter of rights from a higher source than that of ma- 
sonic lodges. It wa3 from the constitution of his country, won 
by our fathers. He did not wish to smooth over this matter. This 
Report was but a second declaration of independence, and we 
were about to prove whether we were worthy of our sires. The 
subject should not be treated with mealy mouths. Vigor was to 
he expected and used. Our opponents exclaim, ‘ why trouble 
ye me?’ They cry peace, peace, but ‘there is no peace for the 
wicked.’ The question was, whether our liberties were to be de- 
stroyed or not. A citizen had been abducted from his home, 
wife, and children, and the perpetrators had been succored and 
sustained. His cause had become that of the constitution and 
the law. On this head he would carry the war into the enemies’ 

* Sec Proceedings of the Convention, page 0. 
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camp. He did not care to please; he expected to displease 
them. He thought we had come into this hall to erect an altar 
on which to place our ljives and liberties. No question of greater 
moment had been agitated since the assembly of our fathers in 
this same hall, to oppose the wrongs of British aggression. The 
flames kindled on this altar would burst across the Atlantic — 
reach the Pacific, and light up the dark secrets and midnight meet- 
ings and unholy rites of Masonic conclaves. This question, like 
every other, has two sides. On this he had assumed his. The 
vast extent of Masonic influence was not yet known nor appre- 
ciated. It grasped at everything valued and honorable. It had ~ 
sought to identify itself with the glory that consecrated Bunker 
Hill. It was by the rites of Masonic irreligion that the corner j 
stone of the monument now erecting, was laid.* Better were it J 
to remain as it now is — a wreck — than be an insult to freemen. 

He asked pardon for his zeal; but he felt as if he was in part a 
champion for this cause; as such, with pure aspirations for justice, 
and for his country’s rights, he could not but exhibit zeal. If 
one citizen had been illegally abducted and murdered with impu- 
nity, another might be. The life and liberty of one had been 
assailed, would not those of others be equally in danger? Why 
has not the order of Masonry defended itself from the charges 
made against it? They say Free Masonry is the handmaid of 
Religion. It is false. It is its opposite. If Free Masons can 
prove their order to be of Divine origin, let them try; and if they 
did doit, he (Mr Ruggles,) would not be found fighting against 
God. 

[The remarks made by this gentleman are but a slight sketch, 
as the Reporter was situated in the gallery, where he could not 
hear distinctly, and he (the Reporter,) knows he has done him 
imperfect justice.] 

Mr Thacher, of Wrentham, who drafted the Report, was very 
willing, and indeed preferred to adopt the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Lexington. And it was adopted by the 
Convention. 

Col. Burbank, of Worcester, complimented the able Report 
which had been made by the Committee. He would suggest, 
however, another amendment. He alluded to that paragraph 
which contained the expression ‘dumb dogs that cannot bark.’ 

The President read in the Report the following sentence. 

‘ Who are our sentinels and watchmen but those who manage 
the Public Press. But our editors with a few honorable excep- 
tions relative to this subject have been u like dumb dogs that can- 
not bark.’” 

* The comer stone was laid masonically by Most Worshipful John Abbot, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in presence of the Grand 
Lodges of New England. Lafayette was a spectator of the ceremony. 
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Col. Burbank said, the proposition before the Convention 
was of a dignified nature and should be treated in a dignified 
manner. He thought that the expression used lessened the dig- 
nity of the address and might excite resentment. He was, there- 
fore, in favor of such amendment as would make it more worthy 
of the sober principles and feelings of that body. 

The President suggested as a substitute, the words, i as it ap- 
pears to us unreasonably reserved;’ which Col. Burbank, ap- 
proved. 

Mr Rice, of Northborough, was opposed to the amendment. 
The application of the words, he did not think improper, and they 
were taken from that Holy Book which we all were taught to 
reverence. We read they were spoken by Jehovah * of his un- 
faithful servants, and he thought what that Great and Infinite Be- 
ing spoke of his prophets, could not be considered disrespectful 
when applied by this Convention to those editors of newspapers 
who refused to print the truth on this subject. 

Col. Burbank, replied that he took no exception to the words, 
but he doubted the expediency of the application. He thought 
it advisable to adopt nothing that might have a tendency to irri- 
tate the feelings of the conductors of the press; it was better to 
4 persuade and conciliate. He hoped the amendment would pre- 
vail. 

The vote was put and the amendment was rejected. 

Mr Bowman, of Lexington, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

The Convention refused to reconsider by a large majority. 

Mr Walker, of Boston, moved for another verbal amendment. 

Dr Phelps, of Boston, thought it a preferable course to re- 
commit the Report to the same Committee. Considerable time 
would thereby be saved to the Convention. He said unanimity, 
of opinion was highly desirable in this case, and he did not doubt 
when it came before them again, it would be unanimously except- 
ed. He was gratified with the ability displayed in the Report 
and warmly approved of its general sentiments. 

Dr Thompson, of Charlestown, said that in justice to his own 
feelings he could not permit this subject to pass away in silence. 
The only object before this honorable body was the public good. 
He would express to the committee the high sense which he had 
of the justice which they had done to the cause in which we were 
engaged. The cause of Christian charity was advocated by an 
able document in the exposition of a subject intensely interesting 
in the public view. He had before observed that it was frequent- 
ly asked what was the object of this Convention ? To this, the 

* Isaiah lvi. 10 v. • His watchmen are blind ; they are all ignorant, they are 
all dumb dogs that cannot bark/ ’’ 
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address had given a complete, a satisfactory answer. They (the 
committee) in their address had presented to the public the 
information needed, a clear exposition of the facts required. 
They bad not, neither would he, impeach the motives of any one. 
He would use, and the committee had used, due charity in relation 
to the motives of all. But why should such an order grasp such 
a power, and the community look on with such silent unconcern? 
The people were ignorant in this matter. Of those with whom he 
had conversed many were totally blind to their danger; this 
would enlighten them. Those who w.ere bound in the toils of 
masonic influence would look to the address for authority, to free 
themselves from those toils. They would feel, as this Convention 
felt; they would participate in all their honest measures and act 
as they had acted. For himself, he gave his most heart-felt ap- 
probation of its language and its sentiments. Inquirers would 
now be no longer ignorant of what we came up hither to do. It 
gave to opponents of our views a direct opportunity to confront 
them. If the assertions of the Convention were false, now was 
the time to prove them so, and let this Convention be considered 
as a set of low, disorganizing men ; a time-servjng collection 
of office-seekers, who were lost to a sense of what was due to 
Americans ; a Convention who wished to turn the world upside 
down for their profit. But if, on the other hand, they were cor- 
rect and honest in their purposes, they should be deemed patriots, 
and not time-serving politicians. It was a mighty question ; one 
which would be deeply pondered by American citizens. If the 
allegations of this Convention were false, let them be exposed ; 
if true, they were of vital, yes, of tremendous consequence. 

The motion for the recommittal of the address was then adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on the antiquity of Speculative 
Free Masonry, now came up, by previous appointment. 

Mr Hobart, of Leicester, said that in relation to the alleged 
antiquity of Free Masonry, he would offer a very few remarks. 
Masons had claimed Saint John the Baptist as a patron of their 
order. Whether this was the case, he could not tell; but he 
thought he could discover in the New Testament something 
which looked like the existence of Masonry in those times. We 
read that in the days of Herod the Tetrarch, on the celebration 
of hie birth-day, the daughter of Herodius danced before him and 
pleased Herod. Whereupon he promised, with an oath, to give 
her whatsoever she would ask. And she, being instructed of her 
mother, said, ‘ Give me John the Baptist’s head in a charger.’ And 
when Herod heard it, he was exceeding sorry; nevertheless, for 
his oath’s sake, he commanded it to be given her. And by his 
order John was beheaded in prison, and his head brought in a 
charger to the damsel. After this Herod stretched forth his 
hand to vex certain of the church. And upon a set day, arrayed 
in royal apparel, he sat upon his throne and made an oration 
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unto the people. And immediately the angel of the Lord smote 
him, because he gave not God the glory; and he was eaten of 
worms and gave up the ghost. 

< Now there is much in this that looks like Free Masonry. Whe- 
ther Saint John belonged to the order, does not satisfactorily 
appear. But' if the Masons had claimed Herod for their Grand 
j Master, many would have thought it as near the truth. 

Mr Churchill, of Milton, said that he admired the spirit and 
ability evinced in the Report, but that he was not prepared to 
assent to some of the facts asserted in it. He had strong doubts 
whether the Masonic institution was not in existence before the 
beginning of the last century. The inception, or root of the evil, 
he believed, was of earlier date than that stated by the Commit- 
tee, out of which the iniquity complained of had grown. He had 
read a book or statute, in the Norman French, against Masonry; 
premising that it had passed more than two centuries since, and that 
the language was one of the badges of servitude left by William 
the Conqueror upon the subjects of England. This statute spoke 
of Masons meeting in 6 Chapters and Congregations f and ordered 
that they should not be so holden under the pains and penalties 
of felony. He was willing to allow Masonry this claim to anti- 
quity, and all the credit they could derive from the circumstance. 
But what credit did they receive from it? It appeared that at 
this distant glimpse we have of them, they were employed in dis- 
turbing the public peace, in plotting against the rights of the 
community, in subverting justice, so that the government was 
compelled to pass a special act to suppress their proceedings, un- 
der the pains and penalties of felony, which was death. He had 
no doubt they had been exterminated by this statute; perhaps they 
were mostly hung, and possibly the order* renovated and began 
to appear again in 1717, the date of their antiquity as stated in 
the Report. He had not a copy of the statute with him; he had 
seen it in the Law Library at Dedham; but he was sure of his facts. 

Mr Ward, who drafted the Report, replied that he was well 
acquainted with the statute referred to by the gentleman from 
Milton. In examining into 'the pretended antiquity of specula- 
tive Free Masonry two years ago, it had attracted his attention, 
and he now had in his hands a copy of the act, then taken. He 
was prepared to show that that act referred to laboring masons — 
to operative, aud not * speculative masons; and was intended to 
suppress their meeting in congregations and assemblies, to com- 
bine for raising the price of wages. With permission he would 
proceed to read it. 

Mr Churchill asked for the date of the statute before him. 

Mr Ward replied that it was 1350. 

Mr Churchill rejoined that it was not the one to which he 
alluded. 

Mr Ward explained that he was aware of the fact, but that it 
was necessary for him to read this statute, as it was alluded to in 
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the statute to which the gentleman did refer. He would premise 
in explanation, that in olden times Edward the Third dealt with 
Englishmen of that day, as George III. would have dealt with 
Americans of his day — as if they were his slaves.^ A plague had 
swept away a fearful portion of the English population; and the 
scarcity of laborers caused all classes of mechanics to demand 
higher wages. Edward had several castles and magnificent edi- 
fices in building; and to make his money hold out, must compel 
the masons and mechanics to work at the old rates. To effect 
this he issued an ordinance and enforced it by his sheriffs, who 
returned masons for the king’s buildings as they are wont to re- 
turn jurors for the king’s courts. This was equally agreeable to 
the Lords of Parliament as to himself; and accordingly it was 
enacted A. D. 1350 that ‘ as servants unwilling after the pesti- 
lence to serve without taking excessive wages had been required 
to serve in their accustomed places at the rate they had received 
in the 20th year of Edward III.; and as it is given to the king to 
understand in this present parliament, that the servants have 
paid no regard to the said ordinance, but to their ease do with- 
draw from the service of great men and others, unless they have 
livery and wages to the double or treble of that they were wont 
to take in the said 20th year and before, to the great damage of 
the great men, &c. be ordained and established the things un- 
derwritten. 

Chap. 1 Fixes the day and year wages of Farm Servants, 

Chap. 2 Fixes the pribe of threshing all sorts of grain by the 
quarter. 

Chap. 3 Prescribes the wages of several sorts of artificers and 
laborers to the number of 30, amongst whom carpenters and 
masons are particularly specified. 

Chap 4 Requires artificers to make oath that they will use 
their crafts as they had done in the 20th year of the same 
Edward III. See Ruff head’s English Statutes , vol, 1 y p. 251. 

And now, said Mr Ward, we come to the act mentioned by 
the gentleman from Milton. Seventyfour years after the enact- 
ment of this statute which is plainly applied only to handicrafts- 
men and servants, Henry VI. in parliament at Westminster 
ordained 

‘3 Henry VI. cap. 1, A. D. 1424. * 

* Masons shall not confederate in Chapters or Congregations. 
Whereas, by the yearly congregations and confederacies made 
by the Masons in their general assemblies, the good course and 
effect of the Statute of Laborers [25th Edward III., the statute 
above alluded to,] be openly violated and broken, in subversion 
.of the law and to the great damage of all the Commons; our sove- 
reign lord the King, willing in this case to provide a remedy, by 
the advice and consent aforesaid, and at the special request of 
the commons, hath ordained and established that such chapters 
and congregations shall not be hereafter holden; and if such be 
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made, they that cause such chapters and congregations to be 
assembled and holden, if thereof they be convict, shall be judged 
for felony: and that the other masons that come to such chapters 
or congregations be punished by imprisonment of their bodies, 
and made fine and ransorae at the king’s will.’ Chap, 3, Jusf. 
p . 99. 

This [turning to Mr Churchill, who assented,] is the statute 
to which the gentleman alluded. It plainly refers to working 
masons or stone masons. I challenge any man to turn its edge, 
or break its point, or show one particle of evidence to the con- 
trary, except it proceed from the vainglorious boastings of the 
mystic order itself; which is not evidence, the witness being con- 
fessedly interested, and now stands publicly convicted, of shame- 
less duplicity and of atrocious falsehood, in its book of Constitu- 
tions and its authorized publications. The hour for adjournment 
had now arrived, and he would not proceed. 

Mr Churchill remarked that the statute quoted was of the 
same date and reign, and read like that he had seen. He pre- 
sumed it might be the same. He had not the statute at hand 
to refer to. 

Mr Ward suggested that the volume containing it could pro- 
bably be found in the Boston Law Library, and he (Mr C.) could 
examine it before the Convention met in the afternoon. 


The Convention met at 3 o’clock, according to adjournment. 
The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the anti- 
quity of speculative Free Masonry, was resumed. 

Mr Bowman, of Cambridge, spoke at some length on the sub- 
ject. He alluded to various secret societies, orders, and com- 
binations, mentioned in history; the Crusaders, Jesuits, Knight 
Templars, Illuminees, Carbonari, and Jacobin clubs, &c. He 
thought secret and selfish combinations, with the spirit and priiir 
ciples of Masonry, had existed in all ages. He mentioned several 
kings and great men, who were said to be Masons. The Duke 
of Orleans was Grand Master of the Masons in the time of the 
French revolution. He was interrupted several times as wan- 
dering too far from the question, and finally sat down without 
coming to 9 regular conclusion in his remarks. 

Mr Ward now called on Mr Churchill for the volume contain- 
ing the statute to which he had referred. 

Mr Churchill replied that he had ribt sent for it, but any 
gentleman of the Convention might. Hp did not wish to retard 
their proceedings. 

Mr Ward then observed, that as all reference to the volume had 
been withdrawn, he would state that the mysteries of Masonry 
must be dated back no farther than the year 1717. In that year 
four companies of stone masons, who were left of those associ- 
ated in rebuilding London after the great fire of 1666, met, the 
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lodge that worked on St Paul’s Church being at the head, and 
formed the Grand Lodge of London, in February, and elected 
their officers June 24, A. D. 1717. With a view to fill up their 
ranks, and to increase their importance, they voted to accept men 
of other trades and professions as members. See Preston , Law - 
rte, Hardie , Tannehill , and DermoWs Jihiman Rezon , Masonic 
writers. Three years they struggled, accommodating the Rosi- 
crucian pretensions to the emblems of a handicraft Mason, and then 
in 1720 burnt their papers for the benefit of the mystery . See each 
of the mentioned writers. They give out that this bonfire was 
made 1 by some too scrupulous brethren ,’ who feared the secrets of 
Masonry would be exposed in the book of constitutions about to 
be published. But the smoke of that fire was not thick enough to 
envelope the origin of the mystic order in impenetrable obscu- 
rity. This volume of mock constitutions, is the basis of all Ma- 
sonic history; and its delusive statements have been copied and 
magnified until the mystic wonder has grown beyond the size and 
power of the fabled monsters of antiquity. From the time of its 
birth, the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
wherever British commerce could convey it, and charters for ' 
holding Masonic Lodges were everywhere sold at a cash price, 
and an annual stipend, by the Grand Lodge of London. In 
A. D. 1729, Free Masonry was first introduced into the East In- 
dies; 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed; 1731 a pa- 
tent from England was sent to erect a Lodge at the Hague; 1733 
it was introduced into North America, at Boston; 1736 at Cape 
Coast in Africa, and at Geneva, in Europe. The first Grand Mas- 
ter in Scotland was elected in the same year. The higher de- 
grees are first heard of in France, in 1 740, by one Alexander Ram- 
say. They were introduced into the United States, through the 
medium of the Jews, in 1760. They first assume a tangible shape 
here, in 1796 and 1797. It had been said, that the deluded Hen- 
ry VI. was a Mason, and that Oliver Cromwell was. Nebu- 
chadnezzar might also have been a Mason, and he believed one 
story was about as true as the other. The history of Free Ma- 
sonry was fruitful in interest, abounding with stories and tales, 
but when fairly examined and understood, would be found filled 
with error and falsehood. 

Mr Churchill stated that he should not be tenacious or re- 
fractory upon the subject; he had rather give up an opinion in 
the present case, than be obstinate. But he wouId # offef some 
reasons to show that he had not been entirely mistaken in his 
views. The statute stated that there should be no assemblages 
of Masons in Chapters and congregations. He did not recollect 
the allusion to laborers , but the statute might have been variously 
stated at different times; he read it in the Norman French. If the 
phraseology was different it was not irrevelant to his purpose of 
explanation. 

Well then, Masons did then labor, and suppose the statute 
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was made against working masons, who assembled together se- 
cretly for unlawful purposes. The statute was 405 years old. 
and it was hard to say that Masonry had not existed 150 years. 
That statute did not refer to all such qualities of Masons as now 
exist. The principles and forms of Free Masonry might have 
then existed, and been confined to the working Mason. If the 
labor of these Masons were innocent, what was the necessity 
for the punishment of death? If they were not merely working 
or operative Masons, then, of course, the penalties of felony 
would be inflicted. The term Chapter, also was peculiarly appli- 
cable to meetings of Free Masons; churchmen also might possibly 
use it, but he knew of no other assemblies of persons which 
were designated in this manner. 

He had said more about this point, because he wished to go 
no further than he was sure. He was cautious of making a mis- 
step. Of the detestible character, the iniquitous principles, the 
evil tendency , of Free Masonry, he was thoroughly convinced. 
Of its possible antiquity he had no certain opinion, and to him 
the fact was comparatively unimportant. Vice though hoary 
was not less hateful, nor virtue less lovely for being youthful. 
If antiquity could render crime respectable, murder was most 
illustrious, for it could trace its origin to the first born of the 
human race. He thought it not important for us to decide that 
Masonry was but about 100 years old ; but it was important that 
we should not make a wrong decision. 

Mr Ward thought it was important to know whether Masonry 
was of Divine origin; whether it received the patronage and 
sanction of the holy, wise, and good of all ages from the begin- 
ning of the world, as their approved authors, orators, and divines 
had asserted; for it was a powerful argument, that what th* 
patriarchs and apostles practised and taught could not be evil. 
That a society, claiming the glories of Free Masonry, should 
have existed for ages, unnoticed by any writer, sacred or profane, 
noble or contemptible, is wholly incredible. To say nothing of 
former centures, but confining our attention to the three last, the 
Puritans, Presbyterians, Cabaflsts, Rosicrucians, Gypses, Necro- 
mancers, Alchymists, and the Jesuits, are liberally, and often 
noticed, by various authors; but Free Masonry has Hot so much 
as a name until the eighteenth century, when it is frequently 
discanted on, with an interest and copiousness increasing to this 
day. This fact, to a sound historical scholar is enough to dis- 
solve the airy castles of Masonic pretension to antiquity. Of 
this same tenor is the fact, that Free Masonry and Papacy can- 
not dwell together in peace; but we hear not a word of their dis- 
agreement till the eighteenth century. Certainly the Catholic 
religion is older than 100 years; and if Free Masonry be much 
above that, how did it previously escape a conflict, which has 
never ceased since it first commenced, A. D. 1730 to 1740? 
The canons of the Romish church require full and free confes- 
sion to the priests from every good Catholic; the oaths of Free 
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Masonry require absolute secrecy upon the transactions of the 
brethren of the lodge room, from every good Mason. These 
canons and oaths nowhere abide without discord. Therefore 
the time when they first fell out and contradicted each other, 
must have been near the beginning of one or both of them. 
That time is determined by the Pope’s bulls, A. D. 1738 and 
1739. 

In regard to the statute of Henry VI., Mr W. stated that the 
term chapter , in that age, was commonly used as synonymous 
with congregations or general assemblies. It was not then 
necessarily applied to Masons or churchmen. There might be a 
chapter of carpenters; if this Convention lmd been held in those 
days, we should have been called a chapter of Anti-Masons. 
That this statute referred to stone masons or laborers, he thought 
was clear. It alluded, in its body, to a former statute regulating 
the prices of wages; it therefore intended operative masons,* 
and not speculative Masons; not men who had a tyler to stand at 
the door of their hall with a drawn sword; not men who had taken 
such horrid oaths; not individuals who professed to see three 
great lights; not those who called their order the handmaid of 
religion. The order of speculative Free Masonry was grounded 
in the year 1717, and from thence originated all the chicanery of 
the matter. He should submit it to the Convention. 

The vote to accept the Report on the antiquity of speculative 
Free Masonry was then put, and passed unanimously. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met at 6 o’clock, P. M. according to adjourn- 
ment. Tl^e committee raised to take into consideration the 
expediency of sending delegates from this Commonwealth to the 
NATIONAL CONVENTION, reported in favor of the 
measure. 

On motion the Convention resolved themselves into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, Dr Abraham R. Thompson, of Charlestown, 
in the chair. 


* ’The views of Mr Ward are fully adopt e by Judge Coke, who gives the 
following opinion on this ancient statute. 

* 3 d Henry VI. 1424. 

‘ All the statutes concerning laborers , before this act, and whereunto 
this act doth refer, are repealed by the statute of 5 Elizabeth cap. 4, 
about A. D. 1562, whereby the cause and end of making this act is taken 
away, and consequently the act is become of no force ; for cessante ratione 
legis , cessat ipsa lex: and the indictment of felony upon this statute must con- 
tain, that those chapters and congregations are to the violating and breaking of 
the good course and effect of the laborers ; which now cannot be so alleged, 
because the statutes be repealed. Therefore this would be put out of the charge 
of justices of the peace.* Institutes, Part III. fol. 19. 
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\ Col. Merrick, of Worcester, (President of the Convention) 

' then addressed the Chair. He said that the Report, and the 
resolution accompanying it, now submitted to the Convention, 
suggested that there was existing a great evil in the land, and it 
proposed a remedy to be applied for the purpose of effecting its 
removal. He should not discuss particularly the details of that 
Report, but should offer some observations vindicating the opinion 
that the community were now oppressed with the existence of an 
institution, evil and dangerous in its tendency, and that the reme- 
dy proposed in the resolution was appropriate to the difficulty 
which it proposed to remove. 

He considered speculative Free Masonry to be a great evil; 
for all its claims to our support, our respect and our affection, 
rested upon assumptions which had no foundation in fact. The 
lofty pretensions of that institution to our veneration, our respect, 
and gratitude, could scarcely fail to be known to us all, for its 
praises had unceasingly swelled from the lips of its orators, and 
its enchantments sent home to the heart in the song of its poets. 
We are told alike by its eulogists and its historians, that its origin 
was coeval with man’s habitation on the earth, and we find it ac- 
cordingly arrogating to itself, that it has been the nursing mother, 
holding in its wide embrace the exalted patriots, the learned 
scholars and reverend divines, not only of this land and age, but 
of every land and of every age. It claims to go back to the dawn 
of creation, and that its root was planted in the garden of Eden 
by the father of our race: that, unwithered by time, and unscathed 
by age, it had ever since continued to grow and flourish, stretch- 
ing forth its spreading arms and branches till it had embraced 
and overshadowed the world — till all mankind might be gathered 
as brethren in peace and affection beneath its pervading influ- 
ence, and sit down rejoicing, protected, and comforted, in the 
beauty and safety of its shade. That, favored of heaven, it had 
gained new strength from every assault, and had been able to 
spread wider and richer bounties as it overcame and conquered 
every new opposition. If indeed these assertions were not the 
mere extravagant assertions of thoughtless enthusiasm and raptu- 
rous credulity, if they were facts as certain as its pretensions 
were lofty, then indeed would Free Masonry be a blessing to 
mankind, and its existence would be secure against all the vio- 
lence with which passion might assail or hostility attack it. The 
strongest efforts of us, creatures of a day, would be too feeble to 
shake its firm foundations, far less sufficient to rock it to its ruin. 
The humble strugglings of humanity would faint away before its 
almost eternal strength. 

But all the assertions of the boasted antiquity of speculative 
Free Masonry are false. That institution was not born in the 
olden time. It sprung not up amidst the happiness and primitive 
purity of Eden; nor did it originate with the venerable patriarchs 
and reverend prophets of old. .They never thought of those pre- 
tensions with which they are now said to be familiar; and little 
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did the royal monarch of Israel, when he erected and dedicated 
to the Most High that celebrated temple of Jerusalem, which 
was the pride and glory of his own age as it is the wonder of this, 
foresee that an institution like that of speculative Free Masonry 
would be palmed off upon remote and distant generations, as the 
offspring of his exalted mind, aided by the princely counsels of 
Hiram of Tyre, and of Hiram the son of the widow. They had 
nothing to do with its origin, nor had the saints of a later genera- 
tion, whose natal days are now selected as the hours of masonic 
festivity and celebration, anything to do with its transmission to 
their posterity. No! Speculative Free Masonry was of modern 
origin. It sprung up amid the fictions and contrivances of the 
century which has scarcely now closed, and the date of its begin- 
ning could be ascertained and fixed, with as much ease and cer- 
tainty as any other historical event. This Convention, by the 
adoption of a report on this subject, had already, for themselves, 
determined this question; and there could be neither occasion 
nor propriety in spending much time upon a topic upon which the 
deliberate sense of the Convention had already been expressed. 
Yet, perhaps, he might be permitted to advert to the singular fact, 
that in the Mark Master’s degree, which professes to have been 
expressly founded by King Solomon at the building of the temple, 
that monarch is represented as rehearsing to his discontented 
workmen one of the parables of our Saviour to assuage their mur- 
muring and induce them to submission — as if it were possible 
that he could express himself in language which never was uttered 
till centuries after his body had crumbled to ashes in the royal ce- 
metry. Yet this gross absurdity was adopted, sustained, continued, 
and supported by the members of the Fraternity, with a gravity 
which would do honor to truth, pnd, he must say also with a cre- 
dulity which ought to be tolerated only in the profoundest igno- 
rance. f 

There was no foundation in fact for their claim to venerable 
antiquity which this institution had so constantly, so proudly, but 
so falsely set up; and instead of longer paying respect to an in- 
stitution which pretended it had come down through the long 
lapse of hundreds and of thousands of generations, we ought to 
evince our indignation at the imposition which had palmed off a 
bloated and profitless creation of the eighteenth century, as the 
work at least of the age of King Solomon, if not of our progenitors 
in the land and the time of human innocence. 

If Free Masonry be not the ancient and venerable institution 
which its advocates have claimed that it is, what is it in truth? 
and how is it to be estimated by men of inquiring and dispassionate 
minds? These, said Mr M., may be seen in the volumes which 
contain the disclosures of those members of the Fraternity wh<> 
have abjured their connection with an institution which thejM^ 
lieve fraught with danger to the best interests of themselves nere 
and hereafter — with danger to the cause of patriotism and reli- 
gion. These disclosures have laid bare the secrets of an asso- 
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ciation which has held and still claims to hold the power to guard, 
protect, and defend its own rights, and to repel and punish all 
its aggressors. But, are these disclosures true? You have ex- 
pressed in terms which cannot be mistaken, your convictions 
on this subject. In the adoption of the report of , one of your com- 
mittees upon this subject, you have expressed that no doubt can 
remain, that the institution of Free Masonry has been fully open- 
ed to the public gaze. It is well that you have done so. The 
evidence that the disclosures of Masons who have separated 
themselves forever from the craft and from the institution, are true, 
is of the most full and satisfactory character. Their representa- 
tions are supported by every consideration which is calculated to 
give weight, and are corroborated by a variety and fulness of proof 
which ought to force conviction on the mind of scepticism itself. 
In every quarter of the country, members have broken away from 
the bondage in which they have hitherto been held, and there is 
an entire uniformity and concurrence in their testimony. These 
witnesses do not belong to one class of men, nor to one denomina- 
tion of Christians. They are found among the educated and the 
humble — the bench, the bar, the pulpit, and the field, have all 
sent witnesses forth in this holy cause, who have testified, like 
the saints of old, with one accord, and like them, too, their testi- 
mony is true. You have done well in believing them. After all 
^that has been disclosed — after the full declarations of the mem- 
) bers of the Le Roy Convention, men whose reputations are above 
and beyond the reach of impeachment; after the frequent and va- 
' rious disclosures in various and distant parts of our country; after 
the solemn assertions of witnesses testifying under the responsi- 
bility of every legal and moral responsibility in courts of justice, 
there is no longer occasion for additional proofs or further evi- 
dence. Though I know that those disclosures are true, I feel 
how feeble must be the testimony here of a solitary individual like 

e myself, when added to that great mass of proofs which the public 
already hold in their possession ; yet I would not that this occasion 
should pass without solemnly pledging myself in the midst of this 
crowded audience, that those disclosures are substantially correct. 
Do I not know, that this attestation will arouse indignation, and 
create hostility, which sincerity cannot disarm, nor honesty of 
purpose protect, from rudeness, violence, and perhaps vengeance. 
It will assuredly come; vindictive adversaries will arise to impeach 
our motives and to blast our reputation; but with the same love 
of freedom, with the same devotedness to liberty, with the same 
hatred of a bondage dishonorable to freemen and to Christians, 
with which in this consecrated hall our fathers invoked the inde- 

S endence of their country from the shackles of foreign despotism, 
too disdain the bondage which Free Masonry has put upon me; 
n-^Leven as he, the beloved and honored father of his country, 
Wtose manly and commanding form stands almost living on the 
canvass before us, broke the oaths of his allegiance to the foreign 
potentate, from whose tyranny a glorious revolution delivered us, 
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do I, with the most conscientious confidence in a hallowed cause, 
burst away forever from the bonds in which Free Masonry has 
held me; and I declare, that, as far as my knowledge of that in- 
stitution extends, the publications which I have seen of its se- 
crets are substantially true — drawn and exhibited with a fidelity, ] 
which deserves all praise and all confidence. In the most odious 
characteristics of the oaths and obligations of Free Masonry, 
those disclosures are true. It is true, that a Royal Arch Com- j 
panion, to which degree I have been admitted, or as it is termed, i 
exalted, and the highest office of which I have sustained, does 
swear, that he will espouse the cause of a companion when en- 
gaged in any difficulty, so far as to extricate him from the same, 
whether right or wrong — and that he will keep his secrets invio- 
lable when communicated to him as such, and he knowing them 
to be such, murder and treason not excepted. I know that these 
most odious and obnoxious clauses are part of the obligation of 
that degree, for I believe that I received that obligation; and I 
know that I have so heard it; and, as High Priest of a Chapter, 
have so myself, administered it to others. 

For these disclosures, and these declarations, am I a vagabond 
and an outlaw? and is my reputation for veracity and integrity 
blasted and ruined forever? and am I to be sacrificed as a ‘per- 
jured villain because I will not suppress the beating passion of 
the heart, which will hold no longer in its recesses the vile and 
corrupting secrets of this unhallowed institution? Do you believe 
that the base motives which have been attributed, and which 
will be again repeated with exaggeration hereafter, could have 
wrought with me either to fabricate gross falsehoods, and palm 
them off upon you for truth, or break solemn and binding obliga- 
tions for the poor and miserable reward of some petty office, or 
for paltry popularity ? Miserable indeed were the man, who for 
such ends could weigh himself down to everlasting infamy, by 
proclaiming falsehood for truth, or by breaking oaths which he 
felt to possess one particle of binding force ? But it is not so. I 
trust that neither the wealth of worlds, nor the misery of ages, 
should have torn a hallowed secret from the bosom, if patriotism, 
duty, and religion, required it to be kept sacred and sleeping 
there. But even if I could have been subdued, by false delu- 
sions, to the dreadful degradation of sacrificing myself in irre- 
deemable infamy, are there not other ties which should have held 
and restrained me from such an awful immolation? Who are the 
husbands and the fathers of these wives and daughters which sit 
beside me and crowd around us? Could they consent to mar the 
hopes and blight the prospects of the partners of their bosoms 
and the idols of their affection ? I too have my associations, far 
dearer to me than the selfishness of my own ambition; and far 
rather would I spend the last life drop of my heart, than that the 
blood which flows in the veins of those who are connected with 
me, should be chilled and frozen with the horror of my infamy. 

And what, then, is this institution, whose secrets have been so 
amply disclosed, and of which I have spoken thus freely ? It is 
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that, which, in its rites and ceremonies, can scarcely ristf above 
the contempt of the intelligent, and which ought to be repudi- 
ated alike by patriotism and virtue. Of its rites and ceremonies, 
it is scarcely fit here to speak. They hardly deserve the notice 
'of even a passing observation; yet I will venture to submit the 
single observation, that he who has been initiated as an entered 
apprentice of speculative Free Masonry, and thence proceeded 
through the several degrees, till, in the words of the order, he has 
been exalted to the sublime degree of a Royal Arch Mason, has 
passed through a series of scenes of as ridiculous degradation, as 
v it seems possible for human ingenuity to devise. 

But passing away from ceremonies to principles, how can it be 
otherwise, than that philanthropy and piety should alike condemn 
an institution, which adopts those baleful obligations to which I 
have alluded, and imposes the sanction of their obligations in the 
imprecation, by every candidate who crosses the threshold, of the 
penalty of a most horrid and barbarous death ? Is it to be tole- 
rated, that in an age of enlightened learning and beneficent reli- 
gion, an association shall be formed of men, linked together by 
ties the strongest which solemn obligations and awful penalties 
can create, for the purpose of affording aid and assistance to each 
other in every difficulty, right or wrong ? of concealing the secrets 
of the basest crimes? There is no need of dwelling upon a topic 
like this. The universal manifestation which shall burst from 
every man not manacled and shackled with the most dreadful of 
all obligations, can give but one answer, and that must be an an- 
swer of condemnation. f 

Those parts of the obligations of the craft, to which I have 
just referred, are sometimes disputed and denied by members of 
the fraternity: but there are other portions of their obligations, 
not so glaringly obnoxious upon their very face, which have 
never yet been contested, which seem to me to demand the most 
earnest and severe rebuke and condemnation. I allude to that 
portion of the oaths which are administered in the course of the 
degrees, whereby an initiate swears, that he will support the 
constitution of the grand chapters and grand lodges, and conform 
to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations, of the chapters and 
lodges of which he shall be a member. These obligations are in 
the broadest terms, and no mention is made, nor reservation in- 
serted, in favor of the laws of the government ; and if it shall be 
the pleasure of the high powers who regulate the grand chapters 
and lodges, so to arrange their constitutions, or even of the limited 
association of a single chapter or lodge, so to enact their by-laws, 
rules, and regulations, as to conflict with the statutes and the laws 
of the land, we find the liberal terms of Masonic obligations requir- 
ing its members, under the penalties of their own imprecations, of 
a cruel death, to disregard and disobey the legal and constituted 
laws of the government — the enactments of its legislature, and 
the customs which have been inherited from their ancestors^ as a 
sacred legacy, and a safe rule of action, are all to give way be- 
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fore the legislation of the lodge room, and the unfeeling despo- 
tism of Free Masonry. And considering the terms of those 
obligations, I do not see why he, who should refuse to support 
the constitution of a grand chapter, or to conform to the by- 
laws of a lodge, because of their conflict with the requirements 
of law, would not as effectually violate his Masonic oath, and 
expose himself to the penalties for transgression, which he has 
imprecated on his own head, as he who has dared to communi- 
cate to the world any of the secret mysteries of this audacious 
order. 

Let it not be said, that these things are not so; that the mem- 
bers of the fraternity are peaceable men, faithful to their 
fellow citizens, and loyal to their country. All that may be; but 
what are the lessons which are taught, and the principles incul- 
cated by the institution ? The well instructed moral sense, and 
the love of country, may, and unquestionably have, with most of 
the fraternity, set aside, a3 a nullity, the obligations by which 
they have been bound; but if these principles, which are the 
unavoidable inferences of the oaths which they have taken, often- 
times, even as if they were the whisperings of virtue, serve to 
govern this life, that integrity of character which has given 
distinction would be thrown away, for the devices contrived in the 
dark conclaves of a secret conspiracy; and influenced by his 
mystical obligations, if a brother were urged to expose a felon, 
whose secrets had been communicated on the square, or to give 
up to merited punishment, the criminal whose cause, as a com- 
panion, he had espoused, or if besought to forbear his opposition 
to the laws of his country, because of their conflict with the by- 
laws of his lodge, might he not, and ought he not, upon Masonic 
principles, to answer, I cannot expose my companion; my house 
must be a castle for his body, as my bosom is the repository “of 
his secret; I must oppose the enactments of my government, 
because they infringe on the by-laws of that companionship to 
which lam bound by the penalties of death? — And would not, 
his justification be held forth in the language, as well as in the 
spirit of the merciless Jelv, 6 An oath, I have an oath in heaven.* 
Painful as these results are to reflecting and candid minds, are 
they not the sound and unavoidable deductions from those obliga- 
tions, which have been disclosed by seceders from the Masonic 
fraternity, as the bonds of their fellowship ? 

With such an institution existing in the midst of us, what, sir, 
shall be done? And what is the state of the public mind, even 
now, when these disclosures are before the people, and they are 
besought to read, and examine, and determine for themselves? It 
is little else than a dread to look at the evil, lest the community 
shall be roused to excitement. The members who yet cling to /. 
this institution all say, that we must be still : — excitement is fear- 
ful and alarming. And this grand pass word of the craft is 
adopted almost simultaneously by the people, and it spreads and 
is repeated in every portion of the country. It was the last word 
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which I heard uttered in the village where I live, as I left the 
door of my dwelling to attend this assembly; I have heard it 
murmured in the streets of your city; it is whispered at the table 
where I take my food; it is circulated through the community by 
the presses, which ought to stand, as watchful sentinels, for the 
safety of the nation, and its dearest, noblest institutions — all, 
everywhere, the admonition is 6 be still! avoid excitement ’ 
What! Mr Chairman, when this Convention has asserted 
that 100,000 Masons are in this land; and when you say, that 
you believe that the disclosures of the principles of the in- 
stitution, which you have before you, are true, shall all be silent 
as the grave, and speechless as the tomb? the felon be saved? 
the victim of Masonic vengeance weltering in his blood? princi- 
ples unopposed, corrupting the integrity of thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands of your citizens ? 

‘ A nation’s rights betrayed, and all content ?* 

No Sir, no! This silence, this stillness will not do. The 
voice of instruction must be lifted up. The careless must be 
roused from their indifference; the uninformed must be enlight- 
ened; opposition must be vanquished; and the lion must be 
bound in his den. We few have been sent into this Convention 
by our fellow citizens, to aid the great cause of our country — 
not to denounce the Masonic fraternity as individuals, but to 
assist in demolishing that tremendous fabric, and to knock off the 
manacles in which it had bound its members. We bring no 
weapons of warfare against them, but we hold forth to them the 
olive branch of peace. We invite tljem to unite with us in a 
common cause. We feel that their cause is ours, and that all 
should join in aiding its accomplishment, since it is none othe^r 
than a struggle for national and personal redemption. 

Is it safe to listen to these wide spreading admonitions to be 
still ? It has been said, that the institution of Free Masonry 
was silently dying away of itself, and that we ought not to come 
in to disturb its gasping agonies of death with our reproaches. 
Nevfrr was a prediction less founded in fact. It has given way, 
indeed, before the storm which it felt was approaching; but it 
seeks, in its seclusion and repose, /for renewed strength to baffle 
the tempest which is beating upon its walls. How is it that it 
is dying away ? In a neighboring State the violence of its mem- 
bers wakened the indignation of the people, and inquiries, which 
would not be stifled, were began and prosecuted, till even the 
hardihood of Masonry stood abashed. It then shrank, as well it 
might, from the public gaze; while the progress of free investiga- 
tion went on its course. Already that investigation has pierced 
the depths, and it is heaving, like the waves of the ocean, in a 
sister Copimon wealth. The momentum could not be repressed; 
and the voice of expostulation and remonstrance, which first 
raised itself on the barders of our western lakes, has swelled 
across the country — has sent its tones through New England ; 
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and at last it rings its joyful and exalted echoes here, along the 
vault of this glorious Cradle of Liberty. 

Let us not be silent — letms not fear to disturb the public re- 
pose by excitement. If we do so, this institution will rise again, 
like the Phoenix from her ashes, with renewed strength and 
vigour. It will boast that it sustained the severest shock which 
aught earthly can endure — the shock of a nation of freemen’s 
indignation — and has triumphed over it, and all future opposition 
it will laugh to scorn. Even now, with all the excitement which 
can be roused against it, in the great State where opposition to it 
first began, it still exists, scarcely shorn of the gigantic measure 
of its pretensions: and the titled dignitaries of the order are still 
hoarding their gains for the institution, and still binding new 
victims by the administration of its most barbarous obligations. 
And here, in our otvn Commonwealth, what evidence have we 
that Free Masonry is giving ground and surrendering her pre- 
tensions? In the course of the last twelve months, some char- 
ters may perhaps have been surrendered, but it is doubted 
whether as many were given up as had been surrendered in 
other periods of the same length, from accidental circumstances. 
No! the charters are neither given up, nor has the spirit or 
influence of the institution been abandoned. Both are in full 
force; and even now, we ourselves assembled here, feel the 
effects of that Masonic spirit and temper which is abroad. Its 
shafts are levelled at our bosoms; and if we were not bound m 
that panoply of a good conscience, which always was and will 
ever be, an effectual shield against slander and reviling, they 
would wound and destroy us. If the cause which we advocate 
were not strong injustice, and based upon the rock of solid prin- 
ciple, it would have been, in its infancy, crushed and strangled 
by the weight and strength of Masonic power; now exerting its 
force upon us. 

So far from there being any disposition on the part of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity to permit that institution to perish and die, I have 
been informed by testimony to which I give credence, although 
it is not that which I could readily produce, that the Grand Lodge 
of this Commonwealth, in this city, on its recent communication, 
only a few days since, for tho annual choice of its officers, the 
question was distinctly presented, whether the institution should 
be permitted to sink or be sustained at all events, and it was de- 
cided upon grave deliberation that it should be sustained; that it 
would stand the battle and the breeze, and in defiance of that just, 
•sentence of condemnation which a more enlightened state of the 
public mind is preparing to pass upon it, it should be borne up, 
going on as it has gone, 6 conquering and to conquer.’ 

It is right then, sir, to take active measures to stay the pro- 
gress of this presumptuous and overbearing power. Let it never be 
said that the patriotic jealousy of freemen for their sacred and in- 
estimable rights, was put down by a timid and time serving fear 
of awaking the people to an excitement upon a subject which ap- 
peals to their dearest interests. It ought not to be forgotten that 
5 
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one citizen has been already torn from the bosom of his family; 
nor should the shrieks of murder which mingled with the winds 
above the waters of Niagara, be drowned in the boisterous oppo- 
sition of interested partizans, nor in the clamorous approbation of 
an institution whose members achieved that ignoble, dreadful 
deed of darkness, treachery, and crime. 

It is well that Conventions should assemble. Their object is 
to accumulate and diffuse information. Let it not be forgotten, 
that we have not been gathered together to establish a new sect, 
or to disseminate new doctrines. The principles we inculcate, 
are the same which have made this land the glory of the nations, 
an asylum for the oppressed of all people.' We seek for the com- 
mon good in the universal diffusion of that knowledge and infor- 
mation which will apprise the whole of our fellow citizens of their 
rights and afford them the be&t means of defining and of per- 
petuating them. We disclaim all hostility to the members of the 
Masonic fraternity. No animosity towards them has brought us 
into our consultation. We believe they are mistaken; led away 
by errors which we would be glad they should see and reject, as 
we see and reject them; that they should be brought forth from 
the darkness in which false doctrines have immured them, unto 
pure and clear light of personal independence. 

There is no great political party to be prospered by the labors in 
which we are engaged. It is not the cause of men, or of faction, 
which warms our hearts and animates our exertions. If we know 
ourselves, there is no other object in view than the emancipation 
of the captives, and the destruction of a bold and dangerous insti- 
tution, which has allured by its outward graces many of our best 
citizens, and fastened them in the awful obligations of its despotic 
bondage. There is but one danger of tho formation of a party, 
and for that, surely we cannot be responsible. We assail no man^ 
we seek to injure no man; but the great law of nature, which 
biejs every man remember, that self-protection, is a duty which is 
required of every one by the constitution of his being, will rouse 
us to union and to common efforts in our defence, if neither our 
persuasions, our arguments, nor our entreaties can secure us from 
reproach, from injury, from destruction, through the assault ofthe 
Masonic fraternity or its advocates. 

The great end to be accomplished is the diffusion of informa- 
tion. If that be thoroughly done, we hold that the event is sure. 
It is painful to look forth into this community and see how 
those organs of communications, the newspapers, have been and 
still are closed against the great truths, which we trust are yet to 
redeem this people, to restore them to a state of 'freedom from the 
presence of an institution which has insidiously grown with their 
growth till it bids defiance to all efforts for its extermination. But 
the press must be moved onward, public opinion can and will con- 
trol, even that mighty engine of power. If they who now stand 
at the portals of the press are not faithful to their trust, a new 
generation shall rise up and take their places. New presses 
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shall be established, new editors will be called forth into the vine- 
yard to bring in the great harvest of conquest, which is yet to be 
gathered. In every form which can be devised, information shall 
be sent forth. It must spread through the streets and squares of 
this great and enterprising metropolis, it must pass the threshold 
of poverty, and walk in amidst the luxury of wealth. It must go 
beyond this mart of commerce, and shall yet enter the lofly walls 
of our seats of learning; it must stretch over the green lands of 
the country, and find its way into every village and hamlet, every 
palace and every farm house and cottage in the land. Truth, 
thus diffused, will wake the sentinels of the press, who are now 
sleeping on their posts, and they too will join, though it be after 
the toil is over, in the high services of this regeneration. There 
shall then be, let us trust, no party, no unh<dy triumphs on the 
part of those who began and struggled in this cause in the day of 
its weakness; but one common thanksgiving, that we have all aid- 
ed in improving ourselves and our country; and are able to send 
down to our posterity, purified, regenerated, and exalted, the no- 
ble inheritance of liberty which came to us from our fathers. 


Friday Morning, Jan. 1 , 1830. 

The Convention met according to adjournment, at 9 o’clock. 

Prayers were offered by Rev. Moses Thacher, of Wren- 
thanu 

Mr Mann, of Dedham, spoke at considerable length on the ori- 
gin, rites, principles, and tendency of Free Masonry. He allud- 
ed to the object for which this Convention had convened, namely, 
to calmly deliberate on the evils created by this institution, and 
upon the most suitable means for removingthem. 

He combated the arguments used by JPree Masons in justifi- 
cation of their institution, and shewed them to be fallacious. He 
described it to be opposed to the genius and spirit of the consti- 
tution and laws, and as an eugine that might be turned against 
the liberties of the people; ana as of no present general utility. 
In fine, he went over the whole ground of the subject; but as 
his remarks will probably be published, in extenso , (for we oberv- 
ed he used notes) and as they are too lengthy for this brief sketch 
of the debates, we omit further particulars. 

The committee chosen to nominate delegates to the National 
Convention made a report. On motion for its acceptance, Mr 
SimoNds of Boston observed that he objected to the nomination 
of one of the individuals named — a distinguished citizen of Mid- 
dlesex. That gentleman had been chosen to attend this Conven- 
tion at a county meeting. He was not here. Perhaps it was ow- 
ing to some irregularity in notifying him of his election, and per- 
haps otherwise. As he had not attended here, he doubted whe- 
ther he would be able to attend the National Convention. He 
moved a recommittal of the report for the purpose of substituting 
another candidate. . 
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Mr Whitney, of Boston, approved of the suggestion. The ob- 
ject of the National Convention was, like this, to devise means 
for diffusing light and information, on the dangerous principles 
and poorer .of the Masonic order; a gigantic association, which 
grasped in its embrace the whole Union, as well as the humble 
village. At this period of party contention, we should be cau- 
tions of exciting their jealousy! By sending distinguished poli- 
ticians to that Convention, we might be suspected and accused of 
sinister political views. The cry would be raised that it wasbji 
political manoeuvre, and the prejudices and suspicions of pufci* 
sans might be enlisted against us. The votaries of masoory 
were on the alert to seize on any questionable act, and to interpret 
it to our disadvantage. With no feelings of disrespect for the 
gentleman named, he should prefer sending men who were not 
particularly identified with any political party. 

The report was recommitted. 

Mr Cleveland, of Boston, moved that the vote accepting the 
Report of the Committee on the public press, be reconsidered. 

He was necessarily absent from the Convention when it passed, 
and he wished for the privilege of making a few remarks on this 
subject. 

The motion for a reconsideration prevailed. 

Mr Cleveland then moved, as an amendment to the Report, 
that the* Words ‘excepting religious papers,’ be inserted after 
‘ such presses as boldly open their columns to the Masonic sub- 
ject,’ &c. 

The Paesident explained that the words of the Report were 
‘to extend patronage to such papers as boldly opened their col- 
umns’ to this discussion. By inserting here, the amendment, ‘ex- 
cepting religious papers,’ the gentleman’s object would not be at- 
tained. He would observe, in explanation, that the Report did 
not advise a withdrawal of patronage from any paper; it simply 
recommended, that additional patronage be extended to such pa- 
pers as opened their columns to this discussion. 

After altering the amendment so as to read, ‘excepting reli- 
gious papers from a recommendation to discuss this subject,’ 

Mr Cleveland observed, that gentlemen would recollect the 
petition offered up at the commencement of the business, that, 
‘evbry plant, not of divine planting, might he rooted up.’ He 
considered the object which had called the meeting,. as of high im- 
portance, connected with the welfare of the community ^ that to 
aigr at the overthrew of evils, existing through the influence of 
Free Masonry, in volyed duties of solemn and interesting mo- 
ment. The weapons, which religion recommended to Us friends, 
were not carnal, hut mighty, through God, to the putting down 
of strong holds— castu^ down imaginations, and whatsoever ex- 
alteth itself against thejknowledge of God, and bringing every 
though^ into subjection to the principles of the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ. Her watchmen, then, and every man employed to ex- 
tend her happy influence, should study great care and circum- 
spection, while engaged in the holy warfare. Were presses pro- 
fessedly established fer the blessed object of encouraging a 
growth of grace and knowledge in the hearts of Christians, and 
the dissemination of divine »truth through every grade of society, 
to open their columns to the discussion of the subject of Free 
Masonry, be apprehended most deplorable results from such a 
course. He feared that the spirit of God would depart from estab- 
lishments where 9uch , controversy should be introduced The 
remarks of Mr C. were predicated upon a resolution, having for 
its object the encouragement and patronage of such public prints 
as should boldly admit mtO their columns the discussion of the sub- 
ject of Free Masonry. He saw the bearing of this resolution 
upon papers professedly of a religious character — that, if they 
should decline such controversy, and other papers of a religious 
character were set up with a view, ‘boldly’ to admit the discus-* 
sion, the pie sent papers would be, dropped, and the new ones 
taken — and, that immense injury to the cause of the Redeemer 
would inevitably result fhora such proceeding. To transfer en- 
couragement from one religious paper to another, on the grounds 
named, would root up many plants of our Heavenly Father’s 
planting. 

Dr Thompson, of Charlestown, said he was taken by surprise, 
by the suggestion to excuse religious newspapers from the ope- 
ration of the resolve. He had voted in favor of reconsidering 
the resolve, to accommodate the gentleman from Boston, though 
he thought that gentlemans absence from the Convention, dur- 
ing the discussion, if he had feh hearty in his duty, could hardly 
be excused. But, said Dr T., while he expected that the vote to 
reconsider, would be followed by some new views on the subject, 
from the gentleman from Boston, or the proposal of some more 
vigorous combination of means, to engage and direct the in- 
fluence of the press, in favor of a righteous cause — he was ' 
utterly astonished to .find that the whole object of the gen- 
tleman was to exempt religious newspapers altogether, on the 
ground that religion had nothing to do with the investigation of 
Free Masonry. What, said Dr T., is the design of religion! Of 
tho Christian religion ? It is to * bring men out of darkness into 
light.’ It is to ‘ break every yoke 5 — to ‘ open the prison doors ’ — 
to ‘ bring forth the prisoners out of the prison house, and say 1 6 
the captives, go free.’ It is to make men ‘free by the truth, 
that they may be free indeed ’ — to ‘ pull down strong holds ’ — to 
‘ cast down imaginations, and every high thingthat exaheth itself 
against the knowledge of God.? And what is Free Masonry? Is 
it no* a dark prison house; shutting men up by bolts and bars of 
mysterious secrecy, and chaining them down to terrible obliga- 
tions by awful oaths? Is it not a ‘vain imagination,’ a ‘high 
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thing,’ ‘exalting itself against the knowledge of Cod,’ or rather 
arrogating to itself the holy attributes of the Most High! And 
what is the purpose of Anti-Masonry, and of this Convention? 
It is to break these bolts and chains — to release our fellow-men 
from this ignoble bondage of error, dlWl>bring them out into the 
glorious liberty of the truth. It is *t0^ restore those holy titles, 
which, with sacrilegious hands, have been torn from the ‘ King of 
Heaven,’ to deck the brow of this earthly idol. Is not tins a 
task befitting religious newspapers, and religious men? Surely, 
if mortal man can ever be co-worker with the immortal God y it 
must be in the sublime duty of defending His sacred name feom 
earthly pollution, and in the noble labor of emancipating his 
fellow-man from the thraldom of error, darkness, and sin. 

Mr Churchill, of Milton, said that the apparent difference 
betwixt the report and the motion might be easily reconciled. 
The mover assumes to come forward in aid of religion. We all 
profess to he engaged in the same exalted pursuit. Is it possible 
to identify with religious principle an institution which boldly 
commands her initiates, ‘ to trash the head cf that serpent, adored 
by the vtdgar , and called Religion!’ The report, however, does 
not invite any one to abandon his connexions with any public 
newspaper whatever, but only to patronize those which tell the 
whole truth to the public; and if the gentleman wishes any fa- 
vorite paper to share the benefits of this recommendation, he 
has only to induce such paper to give warning of the wounds and 
poisonous drugs prepared for the destruction of religion, as well 
as to paint her beauty and utility. Should he fail in. this effort, 
he may transfer his patronage to other religious papers, which 
afford unqualified support to that cause. 

The Anti-Masonic Christian Herald advocates sentiments and 
principles, nearly the same, to my understanding, as those enter- 
tained by the gentleman. But if some are determined to support 
publications, masonic to every intent; though they may retail the 
' mint and cummin of religion, while neglecting the weightier mat- 
ters of irreligion, masonry not excepted, qan they complain that 
we should invite support to newspapers as pure in principle, and 
more universal in their application? 

If the objects of the present motion cannot be effected by any 
of the above propositions, I should be in favor of sustaining the 
present report; though sorry to disagree with a member who 
comes in the name of Jehovah, in whose cause we thought we 
were all engaged. 

Mr Ruggles, of Troy, said that that religion which would not 
suffer a sparrow to fall to the ground without its cognizance, most 
certainly was interested in the question before them. Therp 
should -be no exception made of religious papers. They were 
especially involved in the examination of an institution which pre- 
tended (and it was all a pretence) to a divine origin. Was reli- 
gion not concerned in this question ? Most assuredly it was. 
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Mr Thacher, of Wrentham, observed, that he was not in fa- 
vor of adopting this amendment for several reasons; one or two 
of which he would state. He was not in favor of making any 
distinctions among newspapers. He was ready to admit that the 
Christian warfare was spiritual, not carnal. He was also in favor 
of the elicitation of truth, however elicited. There were two 
ways in which Masonry might be viewed — first, religiously; se- 
cond, politically. It should have a religious discussion and a 
political discussion. It might be investigated in religious papers 
so far as it was connected with the interests of religion, and iu 
political papers, on those points where it related to politics. He 
did not ask religious papers to discuss its bearings on politics; 
nor political papers to discuss its bearings on religion. Both 
could investigate its character so far as it affected their peculiar 
interests; and in his view, it did exert an alarming influence over 
both. If a destructive evil had crept into the church, how could 
it be purified? Ought the corruption to be suffered to remain, 
and to extend its deadly influence, because it could not be touch- 
ed without producing pain and excitement ? Were not the same ob- 
jections urged against Luther, the great pioneer of reform. How 
was the reformation effected, but by ascertaining facts which ab- 
solved the consciences of those hitherto bound, from the ties cop- 
nected with the Catholic church? No carnal weapons were then 
nor now need be used. It was now, as then, with the church, a 
spiritual warfare. The Convention had convened to elicit truth and 
great evil; to break down the impediments of truth, 
not called upon to make any distinguished difference 
eWspapers of any kind. They should be all open to a 
free and impartial inquiry on this great question. He knew that 
the principles and tendency of Free Masonry were at war with 
the Christian religion. He alluded to the higher degrees of ma- 
sonry as disclosed in Bernard’s book, and particularly to that 
degree entitled the Adepts, or Knights of the Eagle, or Sun. 
He observed that if the gentleman who made the motion, would 
peruse that degree, and not acknowledge that it injuriously af- 
fected the cause of religion, he would return to the flock to which 
the Lord had made him overseer, and forever hold his peace. 
He thought it the duty of every pastor of every flock to sound 
the alarm when danger approached — to strip off the fleece of the 
lamb, when under it might be seen the features of the wolf. It 
was most of all, the duty of the religious watchmen, and he hoped 
they would not shrink nor be excused from doing their duty. 

Mr Rice, of Northborough, said he had seconded the motion 
of the gentleman from Boston to reconsider the vote, because he 
wished to give every <merober of the Convention an opportunity 
to express his views on any subject before it. His own opinions, 
however, did not coincide with those of the mover. He thought 
religious papers should not close their columns to the admission 
of facts respecting masonry. Several ministers and professors of 
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religion had seceded from the institution, and their characters 
, and motives had been impeached for so doing. They ought not 
to be debarred from expressing their reasons to the religious com- 
munity, who could only be reached through the medium of reli- 
gious papers. 

The motion for amendment was then unanimously rejected, and 
the Report accepted. 

The committee appointed to examine the laws of this Common- 
wealth in relation to Extra Judicial Oaths, made a report, which 
embodied a petition to the General Court, praying for the enact- 
ment of a law, prohibiting thetn from being administered and re- 
ceived. On motion for its acceptance 

Mr Thacher moved several amendments, which were 
agreed to. 

After some discussion on the nature and tendency of the Re- 
port, in which several members of the Convention took part, 
Mr Hobart moved that it should be laid on the table. 

Mr Walker preferred, that, as it was an important document, 
it should go to the State Committee, who might, at a convenient 
time, forward it to the Legislature. 

Mr Whitney hoped it would be accepted, and sent by this 
Convention to the Legislature. It contained facts, of which 
many of the members of the General Court were ignorant, and 
which they should know. There were individuals of the commu- 
nity, who thought the correction of the evil which had occupied 
the attention of this Convention, should be corrected by the Le- 
gislature. There were those who affected to complain that we 
were building f up one combination to put down another; that we 
were taking the power into our own hands to redress grievances 
instead of appealing for justice to the constituted authorities of the 
land. For one, he thought this a proper subject for legislative 
interference. He wished to have the subject investigated ih our 
halls of legislation, and if the unauthorized administration of such 
oaths of blasphemy and death were not now contrary to law, it 
was high time to pass an act making them so. He knew that a 
gteat proportion of our representatives were members of the in- 
stitution complained of. He expected they would treat our pe- 
tition with neglect. But if this was the most proper and least 
objectionable course, no anticipations of failure should deter us 
from pursuing it. If Masonry was what it i3 described to be, 
and what it could be proved to be, he thought there was no im- 
propriety in calling the attention of the* Legislature to the sub- 
ject. 

Col. Burbank, of Worcester, thought it a document which 
might be useful to the community, and that it ought to be laid 
before the public. He did not think it expedient to send it to the 
Legislature at this time. He thought the people were not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the nature and tendency of Masonic 
oaths to render this step advisable. 
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Mr Ruggles, of Troy, appreciated the arduous labor of the 
committee, which had given unusual satisfaction. That report 
ought not, and would not be lost. The people would be convinc- 
ed; and after they were read and known, we should never again 
. be troubled with the oaths and obligations of Free Masonry, 
any more than we should by popish bulls. He thought that any 
application to the Legislature upon this subject would be idle and 
futile. Oaths, and secret oaths, might be administered, and who ( 

was to know anything about it ? The Legislature could not 
break down the doors of lodges, and if they could not, how were 
they to get proof or testimony upon the subject? It was not only 
impolitic, but improper. A statute of this kind would lie dormant 
upon the statute book, like that of sabbath-breaking, drunken- 
ness, et cetera. The only tribunal before whom this subject 
could be, settled, was the people. To them, then, should this 
report be sent. Light should be spread over our land, and the 
people’s will would, in masonic language, ‘ defy a world in arms.’ 

Mr Hobart, of Leicester, was in favor of the indefinite post- 
ponement of the whole subject of petitioning for the purpose of 
procuring a law respecting extra judicial oaths: it was premature 
to act upon this thing; the state of the public mind would not 
warrant it. It was clear that the great body of the people were as 
yet uninformed on the question; they were enveloped in the fogs 
and rnist raised by the order to blind them. Send this petition, 
and the whole masonic camp would be alive. It was bad policy 
to drive them to desperation, for 4 skin for skiu, yea, all that a 
man hath, will he give for his life;’ and when the fraternity were 
aroused and exasperated, they might do much. Conciliatory and 
persuasive methods were the best. The number of seceding Ma- 
sons already was large, and growing every day more numerous; 
there were many left, among Masons, of high and honorable feel- 
ings; he should dread the consequences of an attempt to force 
them, by the measure proposed; they would call it proscrip- 
tion. The people could not long be misled; they will investi- 
gate, and public opinion was more powerful than legal enact- 
ments. He thought the measure of applying to the Legislature, 

• at this period, to be premature, at least. 

Mr Morton, of Milton, observed that the operation of the pro- 
posed law would bear upon the future, and not affect that which 
is past. To prohibit the administration of oaths not authorized by 
law, could hardly be considered as an encroachment on the rights 
of individuals. Oaths not necessary for legal purposes, may be 
considered as profane and immoral. The multiplication of unne- 
cessary oaths must have an evil tendency, in weakening the bind- 
ing effect of those administered in courts of justice. 

Mr Paine, of Boston, said, though he had been unable, from 
indisposition, to undergo the labor of reading the report, (which , 

had been kindly done by his colleague, Mr Walker,) yet as he 
had the honor of submitting it, he felt compelled to attempt, at 
least, to explain and defend it. He was aware that it might em- 
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brace broader ground than the Convention, at first view, were 
prepared to occupy; but, however broad his positions, they were 
all supported by facts and authorities. He was aware that he 
might have gone farther in his investigations, than others, differ- 
ently situated from himself, might consider expedient; but he had 
been constrained, from necessity, and for self-defence, to make 
himself acquainted with the history, as well as the principles and 
the practices of Free Masonry, in other governments as well as our 
own, and he had given the result of his labors in the report. 

He urged the expediency of submitting the memorial, reported 
by the committee, to the Legislature, at the coming session. He 
entertained views of the Legislature very different from some 
gentlemen, who supposed that they were our enemies, and that 
they would disregard our supplications. He had too much charity 
to suppose that they would treat the wishes of their constituents, 
and the appeal of this Convention, with neglect or contempt. If 
Free Masonry was so dangerous an evil as this Convention had 
decided it to be, ought we not to take all fair and lawful means 
for its suppression? The argument that it was not time to bring 
it before the Legislature, because they would oppose it, did not 
satisfy him. He thought there could be no better time for doing 
what they had deliberately decided ought to be done, than the 
present. If Free Masonry was immoral in its nature and tendency, 
and unjust and oppressive in its effects, we could not anest it in 
its career too soon. The Legislature were the proper authority 
to appeal to in this case; they were the guardians of the people’s 
rights, assembled for the sole purpose of devising- measures for 
public safety and public welfare. They represented every party, 
every calling, and every interest in the community. Even the 
order of Free Masonry could not plead, that it was not amply re- 
presented in this honorable body. 

Where can we find a tribunal better qualified to try this interest- 
ing question ? Would they call it proscription to refer its decision 
to their own justice, intelligence, and wisdom? If they would, what 
effectual method could we adopt to which they would not object ? 
This was not simply a political question. It did not solely relate 
to matters of opinion; it related to matters of pact. If a portion 
of the community arrogated to themselves the right of administer- 
ing oaths contravening the laws of the land, and of inflicting the 
severest penalties on their associates — even death — for offences 
unknown to the constitution, surely this ought to be a subject of 
legislative cognizance. 

Is it not time for us to bring this cause before the constituted 
tribunals of our country? What better time can we have for this 
purpose, than the first moment that we have been convinced of 
the facts of the case? How long shall we remain satisfied of the 
iniquity of this powerful institution, and refrain from making any 
efforts for suppressing it? How long shall we expose the lives, 
property, and characters, of our fellow citizens, to the mercy of 
such a confederacy, without remonstrance or complaint ? How 
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lbitg shall they be suffered to go on, administering oaths to ‘de- 
range the business,’ traduce the characters, and take the lives of 
the citizens of this republic? If an appeal to the Legislature is 
ever to be made, where can we find any sufficient reason for delay ? 
Have we not become satisfied of the origin of Free Masonry? its 
opposition to all other governments — its direct agency in the re- 
volution of France — the rebellions it has caused in the British 
government, (particularly in Ireland, between 1792 and 1798) — 
the correspondence it maintained between the rebels of England i 
and the revolutionists of France? Robinson and Barruel have 
made these things matters of history. 

Barruel shows that 283,000 of the fraternity were organized in 
Ireland alone, to cooperate with France, to effect a revolution in \ 
the British government. Robinson’s Proofs, and Barruel’s Me- f- 
moirs, were simultaneously published to the world in 1797, both / 
treating on the subject of Free Masonry ; and these publications, _ 
doubtless, sounded the alarm to the British government, and pro- 
dated the act of Parliament which was passed in 1798, suppress- / 
ing all Secret societies. This act prohibited the organization of 
any new lodges of Free Masons, under a penalty of transportation 
for seven years; forbidding likewise the receiving or administer- 
ing any secret dath unknown to the laws, or any obligation in 
the nature of an oath, for the purpose of concealing truth or keep- 
ing secrets, under the like penalty of transportation. This act 
also prohibited the meeting of any Free Masons’ lodge, unless two 
of its members should go before the clerk of the peace, before the 
25th of March, in every year, and, under oath, give in the names 
of all its members, their places of abode, and their occupation; 
likewise the time and place of holding each meeting of such 
lodge; and any lodge was liable to be suppressed, upon the com- 
plaint of any individual, sworn to before a justice of the peace, 
whose duty it was to issue a warrant for its suppression; and if 
any meeting was liolden afterwards, it was to be deemed an un- 
lawful confederacy, and its members were liable to the penalty of 
the act. 

Such is the remedy England has applied to Free Masonry. But 
let us look at home for some of the effects of this institution. 
hook at the insurrection of Pennsylvania, during the administra- / 
tion of Washington. The part which the French* minister, Genet, / 
took in this drama, demanded and produced his recall, as the like 
cause in Mexico has produced the recall of Mr Poinsett. 

Mr P. then passed to Burr’s conspiracy, in 1806, to show that 
he carried on his treasonable correspondence in the cypher of the 
royal arch degree; and then called the attention of the Conven- . 
tioft to Whiat had been passing on this subject in New York and 
other States, since 1826, which was too fresh in their memories 
to require repetition. If such were the history of this institution, ' 
he thought it was high time that Free Masonry should meet the 
same fate in this country, that it Had in 1798 in England, the 
country from which we had derived its charters; that we ought 
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to learn wisdom even from an enemy, and our Legislature ought 
to follow the example of the British Parliament. But, after all, if 
wO were wrong in our course, we could not too soon be convinced 
of our error, by testing our doings by the good sense and wisdom 
of the Legislature, and thereby stopping what was called an ex- 
citement. But if we were right — if the evil complained of was 
true as well as grievous, we ought not to lose a moment in apply- 
ing the remedy. The present time was the only time to cure any 
evil; of the future, who could have any pledge? Is it objected, 
that the c excitement ’ will embarrass the deliberations of the Le- 
gislature? We can never have less excitement than at the pre- 
sent moment, for it has been increasing since the first moment it 
was awakened, and it will continue to increase. If we therefore 
wait for it to subside, in order to apply a remedy to this flagrant 
evil, we shall wait till all relief is beyond our control, and all 
remedies out of our power. 

Mr Russell, of Taunton, was opposed to presenting any me- 
morial to the Legislature on any subject relating to Free Masonry; 
first, because it was our duty to endeavour, for a while longer, to 
induce honest and good men, who have thoughtlessly connected 
themselves with that institution, to reflect on the subject calmly, 
and follow the example of others like them, whose reflections have 
induced them to break their bonds, and reunite themselves to 
their fellow citizens. Anything which seems like coercion", 
would, it appeared to him, have a tendency rather to confirm such 
men in their error, than lead them to renounce it. We need the 
help of as many more such men as we can induce to join us. 

Secondly, because it behoves us to proceed with caution. Any 
defeat in any one of our measures, would injure us far more than 
delay. The public mind is daily becoming more informed on this 
subject, and the time may come, when it will be proper to present 
to the Legislature such a memorial. At present, he was satisfied, 
that our memorial would be rejected, and furnish the Free Masons 
with an occasion to triumph over us. He could not but hope that 
the force of public opinion will, by inducing the Free Masons to 
abandon their system, render all measures that savour of coercion 
unnecessary; and at all events, such measures should not be re- 
sorted to until all milder measures have failed. 

Mr Thacher complimented the committee on the ability and 
labor displayed in the report. The facts they had presented 
were irresistible; it embodied satisfactory evidence, to convince 
any candid mind of the dangerous character of the masonic insti- 
tution, and of the necessity of taking all lawful measures for its 
discouragement. He hoped that, whatever might be the views of 
the Convention respecting the expediency of memorializing the 
Legislature at this time, it would not be lost, but that it would be 
published with the doings of the Convention. 

Mr Rice, ofNorthborough, was opposed to the committal of this 
report to the State Convention for the purposes specified, and to 
bringing in the aid of the strong arm of the law. The time hty) 
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not yet arrived; the public were fast coining to a knowledge of, 
the facts of the case, and there was, at present, no necessity of 
going to the General Court about them. True it was, that this 
report ought not to be lost. He presumed the committee would 
publish such parts of the report as they considered expedient. 
JBut there was in his view no necessity of going to the General 
Court upon the subject. 

Rev. Mr Smith, of Hanover, was in favor of mild and con- 
ciliatory measures. He could, however, safely trust this subject 
with the state committee. 

Mr Bowman, of Cambridge, was opposed to applying to the 
Legislature for the enactment of a law discouraging this institu- 
tion. Public opinion was first to be reached, and enlightened, and 
concentrated — for laws, not sustained by public opinion, were of 
no use; they had no effect. The Legislature could not prevent 
Masons from wearing aprons, or drinking out of human skulls, 
or calling themselves Grand Kings, Grand Priests, Grand Prin- 
ces, and Grand Sovereigns, if it was to their taste; public opinion 
alone could regulate the practice. 

Mr Congdon, of New Bedford, argued that it was best to en- 
deavour to regulate matters of opinion without legislative inter- 
ference. 

Gen. Hoyt, of Deerfield, was much pleased with the dignified 
and harmonious manner in which the Convention had proceeded. 
We had conducted this matter like citizens of Old Massachu- 
setts — without passion, without excitement, and without violence. 
We had proceeded calmly, firmly, and understandingly; every- 
thing had been examined in all its bearings, discussed fully, and 
adopted or rejected, as seemed best to our deliberate judgment. 
Wherever we had put down our foot, it stood firm; for consequen- 
ces had been thoroughly understood before we hazarded the 
step. It was his fervept wish that this able and masterly report 
should go forth to the people. It embodied nearly all the facts 
upon which the opposition to Masonry wa& based. The people 
in many places were locked in a deep and death-like sleep; this 
would arouse them from their slumbers. He wished the informa- 
tion it contained to be wafted across the Connecticut; he wished 
it to be sent over the hills and through the valleys of Berkshire, 
and light up the dark and benighted corners of the land. He 
wished that the voice now issuing from the ‘ Cradle of Liberty,’ 
should ring throughout the State, as in days of yore; that every 
rocky hill and every green valley in Old Massachusetts, would 
now, as then, send back an answering echo ! He hoped the re- 
port would be printed. 

Mr Ruggles, of Troy, had no objection to referring the report 
to the state committee, for them to publish if they thought it ex- 
pedient. This was a question for the people to decide, and not 
the Legislature. At any rate, if a memorial is sent, let it come 
direct from the people, and not from this Convention, 
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The Report was then referred to the State Committee* with in- 
structions not to forward it to the Legislature until so directed by 
this Convention. 


Friday Afternoon. 

The Convention met according £o adjournment. 

The Committee raised for the purpose, reported resolutions, 
which were accepted by the convention. 

A resolution was then offered, censuring the course pursued 
by the Masonic fraternity, in vilifying the motives, traducing the 
character, and deranging the business of those ..who seceded 
from their institution. 

Mr Thacher opposed its adoption, on account of some harsh 
expressions contained in it, towards the fraternity in general. 
There were some great and honorable exceptions to the course 
of conduct attributed to the order. 

Mr Allen, of Braintree, was in favor of adopting the resolu- 
tion offered. Masons were in the uniform habit of stigmatizing 
seceders as ‘perjured villains,’ ‘drunkards,’ and as destitute of 
moral honesty. The slanders coined in the lodge room were 
circulated throughout the land ; everybody heard them, but 
nobody could detect the original utterer. Those who had pre- 
sumed to break the bonds of Masonry, were nearly overwhelmed 
with the floods of Masonic calumny; they sometimes despaired 
of being able to stem the torrent, raised to sweep them into the 
abyss of infamy. He felt that a resolution of this kind would 
be of Use, as explaining to the public the origin of the slanders 
circulated. 

Mr Sanborn , of Reading, suggested that some of the objec- 
tional parts of the resolve could be amended. It was certain 
that seceders suffered much from the malicious fictions of Masons, 
and an expression of our views on the subject might be desirable. 

/ Hr Thompson, of Charlestown, thought it beneath the dignity 
^ of the Convention to speak of this matter. All attempts to 
handle the subject would do more harm than good. He would 
repeat what he had already said, that he had no prejudice against 
any Mason on earth; he would wish to proceed in every measure 
so as to carry conviction, that no spice of hostile or vindictive 
feeling mingled with our purposes. He rejoiced to see many 
breaking their chains, and coming out of this more than Egyp- 
tian bondage. It was from seceding Masons that this Conven- 
tion, and the public derived very important information. And it 
was, in a great measure, through them, that other Masons were 
to be convinced, that the greatest happiness of their fellow men 
demanded the abandonment of their order. The institution was 
unfriendly to the moral rights of the community. The proofs 
of this, were embodied in an able ‘Address to the People,’ 
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which would go out before the world in evidence of the fact. If 
the facts in that address were true, they certainly were important, 
and the people would consider them. If not true, let the Masons, 
with uplifted voice deny them; let them confront the Anti-Ma- 
sonic statements, and if they prove them false, let this Convention 
be consigned to. the lowest depths of shame and degradation, and 
let their names be blotted out forever. 

But, if the statements in that address be true, it is of vital im«- 
portance that the people should know them. The real question, 
then, is not how seceding Masons are treated; but have they told 
the truth? It is our solemn conviction, that they have; and that 
the people have a deep concern in the truth they have told. 
What the feelings of Free Masons may be towards those, who 
have had the integrity to prefer the good of their country to the 
favor of Free Masonry, can be of but little consequence to this 
Convention. What the feelings of the great body of our fellow- 
citizens are, may be learned from the irrepressible burst of appro- 
bation, which thrilled through these walls last evening, when a 
distinguished seceder, in all the pathos of repentance, and with 
the pure eloquence of truth, pourtrayed his own tremendous strug- 
gles, and Ms joyful escape from the powerful grasp of this gigan- 
tic institution. 

The resolve was withdrawn. 

A motion was then offered, that the thanks of this Convention 
be presented to the Seceding Masons present, for the impor- 
tant information and aid received from them, by this Convention. 

Dr Phelps, of Boston, observed, that to these, the Convention >"* 
was under immense obligations; equal, perhaps, to those due 
the patriots of the revolution, who, at the risk of their lives, pro- 
perty, and reputation, had stepped forth to save their country. 
They should be held in grateful recollection, and their memories 
forever blest. 

The vote was passed unanimously. , 

A motion was then offered, that the thanks of this Convention 
b$ presented to Pliny Merrick, Esq., for the important informa- 
tion which he has frankly communicated relative to the interesting 
subject of Free Masonry and also for the able, dignified, and im- 
partial manner in which he has presided over its deliberations 
during its session. 

Unanimously accepted. 

Col. Merrick, in returning thanks, observed, that he felt hon- 
ored by the favor with which his humble efforts to serve, had been 
received. He had done no more than an act of duty, for which 
he claimed no credit — no thanks. He felt, that he had the best 
interests of his country at heart. He felt that the cause, in which 
we were engaged, was a great and patriotic cause; and he hoped 
that they would continue in it until all opinions became as one opin- 
ion; until all could engage in one general thanksgiving for their 
country’s common and universal redemption. ^ 
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Mr Walker, of Suffolk, said, that before offering the resolu- 
tion he held in his hand, he would ask the indulgence of the Con- 
vention, while he made one or two suggestions, which he thought 
of some importance at the present moment. We are, said he, 
about to separate to our different and distant places of abode, and 
we have delegated to the State Committee a supervisory care of 
the cause in which we are engaged. It will be important that 
this Committee be well informed in regard to all occurrences 
which may take place throughout the Commonwealth relating to 
this subject; he would suggest, therefore, that the members of 
the Convention, during its recess, should consider it a duty to 
communicate, from time to time, all the facts that may come to 
their knowledge, and all circumstances which may have a bear- 
ing upon the interests of the cause, to the State Committee. This 
would enable them to discharge, with proper intelligence, the du- 
ties we had assigned them at this time. Mr W. said, he would 
take the further liberty to notice one of the most incumbent du- 
ties of all Anti-Masons, and, as he thought, one especially devolv- 
ing upon the members of this Convention. He meant that of 
endeavouring to overcome the prejudices which many of our most 
respectable and worthy citizens had imbibed in relation to Anti- 
Masonic efforts. Nothing was more common than to find very 
good men, who regarded everything appertaining to this excite- 
ment, as contemptible and wicked. This prejudice arose from 
one cause, and one only, and that was, an ignorance of the nature 
and extent of the evil we oppose, and of the means which we use 
as a remedy. Never having examined Masonry, they know 
nothing correctly of its dreadful influence; and having heard of 
Anti-Masonry only by the exaggerated and distorted accounts 
that have come through those channels of intelligence which are 
entirely ex parte, and unfair; they have been led to regard it 
as an explosion of infatuated passion, kindled by the torch of 
political demagogues. Our great object must be, to convince 
such of our fellow-citizens of their error, and induce them to read 
and examine for themselves, as to the nature and pernicious cha- 
racter of Masonry, and the means by which we expect to accom- 
plish the end we have in view, the subversion of the institution, 
and when we shall have done this, we shall have effected one of 
the most important objects; we shall have removed the greatest 
obstacle to the present success and future triumph of a cause, 
which we believe to be the cause of truth, of religion, and of civil 
liberty. I move, said Mr W., that this Convention do now ad- 
journ. The motion prevailed. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Am-MASONIC ‘CONVENTION* 


The Delegates from the different Counties assembled in Faneuil 
Hall on the 30th December, 1829. 

Hon. George Odiorne, oldest member of the Suffolk Delegation, 
called the Convention to orders after which it proceeded to the 
choice of Officer^, and the following gentlemen were unanimously 
elected. 

Col. Pliny Merrick, Worcester, President. 

Doct Abner Phelps, Suffolk, 1st Vice President . 
Manasseh Kempton, Esq, Bristol, 2 d Do. 

Elijah Williams, Esq. Franklin, 

Nathan Lazell, Jr. Esq. Plymouth, 

Stephen Oliver, Esq. Essex. 



Voted, That the following Gentlemen be invited to take seats in 
Convention, and afford their assistance on the present occasion, 
viz : — 

Henry Dana Ward, Esq. city of New York. 

Mr. S. D. Greene, late of Batavia, N. Y. 

Major Martin Flint, Randolph, Vt. 

Capt. Nathan ^Baldwin, Shrewsbury. 

Capt. John Aiken, 


Bridgewater. 


Williams Reed, > New Bedford. 
Timothy Delano, ) 

Capt. Asa Swift, Fair haven. 

Mr. Waldo Ames, 

Deacon MoretOn Eddy, 

Col. Abraham Washburns, 

Jacob Perkins, Esq. 

Gen. Nathan Hurd, Worcester. 

Thomas Hayward, Ashford, Conn. 
George Wheaton AlIrn, Newport, R. I. 
Gen. Stephen T. Gardner, Bolton. 
Nathan Tufts, 2d. \ 

Col. Joseph Miller, > Middlesex. 
Nathaniel Kendall, J 
'Charles’ Taiwan* 'Esq. of Boston." ' 
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On motion of B. V. French, Esq. of Suffolk, 

Votpd \ That Messrs. Henry Dana Ward, Joseph Morton, 
and S. D. Greene, be a Committee to report on the truth of the 

disclosures of Free Masonry, now before the public. 

/ 

This Committee tubsequently presented the following Report, which was ac- 
cepted by the Convention : 

REPORT. 

The Committee to whom wad referred the Resolution of the Con- 
vention, to inquire into the truth of the Disclosures of Free Mason- 
ry, do accordingly Report, 

That they have examined the subject, and find that the disclo- 
sures made by Capt. William Morgan, entitled, “Illustrations of 
Masonry and the subsequent disclosures of the Le Roy Conven- 
tion, carry on their face the seal of truth, as do also the disclosures 
of the higher degrees in the work of the Rev. Mr. Bernard, entitled, 
“ Light on ' Masonry ” Regarding the “ Illustrations,” no better 
evidence need be adduced to confirm their truth, than the violent 
and unlawful seizure of the author by Free Masons ; of his being 
transported by them in a clandestine manner from Canandaigua, 
(where he had been maliciously and unjustly confined, and afterwards 
treacherously 'liberated,) to Fort Niagara, and whence after impris- 
onment for four or five days in that fortress, he was taken by mem- 
bers of the fraternity, and carried to places unknown , since which 
time he has never been seen by any witness, to testify of Ms exis- 
tence! Touching the disclosures of the Le Roy Conventions, the 
first of which consisting of forty-six members, who met at Le Roy 
on the 19th of February, 1828, and the second, consisting of 129 
members, who met on the 4th of July following, all of both Con- 
ventions being seceding Masons, and whose characters for veracity 
could not be impeached' pand- further, who could have had no ob- 
ject to deceive, furnish to the minds of your Committee, unequivo- 
cal evidence of their truth. The disclosures of the Rev. Mr. Ber- 
nard are of a like nature. He is a gentleman of known and ac- 
knowledged virtue^, and it appears that conscientious scruples, caus- 
ed his secession from the Fraternity, and such has been the fact 
with the great body of seceders. And here it may be observed 
that in all the secessions, in several of the States where individuals 
had no intercourse with each other, there has been an uniformity in 
the declarations, that the disclosures, so far as they were severally 
acquainted with them, were true. It also operates conclusively on 
the minds of your Committee, that the truth of these disclosures 
have never by any official act of the Fraternity been denied. After 
this, as your Committee are willing to believe, abundance of testi- 
mony, if any thing else oould be wanting, it would be found in the 
resentment of the Fraternity against all seceders ; no characters, 
however pure and spotless, have escaped the slanders of the craft. 
The usual expression has been, “ perjured villain,” thereby giving 
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additional evidence to the truth of the oaths administered to initiates, 
and their belief in the binding nature of them on the consciences 
of those who had taken them. 

Respectfully submitted. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Sanborn, of Middlesex, 

Voted, That Rev. Ethan Smith, of Plymouth ; Lotet Peters, 
Esq. of Worcester; and Ebenezer Withington, of Suffolk, be a 
Committee to inquire how far Free Masonry and French Illuminism 
are connected. 

The Committee subsequently submitted a most learned and in- 
teresting Report, exhibiting the connexion between French Illtf- 
min ism and the higher Degrees of Free Masonry, and the evidence 
of the fact ; but the length of the Report, renders it in the opinion 
of the publishing Committee inexpedient to insert it in this pam- J 
phlet. 

Dn motion of Hon. George Odiorne, of Suffolk, 

Voted, That Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse, of Middlesex; Rev. 
Peter Sanborn, of do. and Thomas WALLEY/of Suffolk, be a 
Committee to inquire into the Antiquity of Speculative Free Mason- 
ry. The following Report was subsequently presented and ac- 
cepted: * 

REPORT* 

The high antiquity of Free Masonry has ever been deemed of 
importance to the Fraternity. It is assumed with confidence and 
asserted with boldness. It is the principal source of all the vain 
boasting of the Secret Order. Dating Anno Lucis, “ in the year 
of the Creation” affords a convenient opportunity to fill up the long 
interim of years with the names and Masonic labors of renowned 
men in every age of the world. The impudent spirit which lays 
hold of Adam, the first man, and clothes him with a Free Mason’s 
Apron, is not daunted by the holy character of Enoch, or of Ife- 
thusalah ; but it falsely represents them to have been master builders 
of the principles of Free Masonry, and to have constructed a Tem- 
ple under ground, and also to have erected pillars of marble and 
brick to preserve the secrets of Free Masonry through the deluge. 

[See Webb’s Monitor.] Encouraged by the success of this effronte- 
ry, the standard authors of the system, in approved works called 
histories of Free Masonry, declare, that Noah held a Lodge in the 
ark, that, in the confusion of tongues, the Masons retained the lan- 
guage of Eden, which is now universal in the Lodges of Free Ma- 
sons in all the nations of the earth. [See Hutchinson and Oliver.] 
Moses is made, on Mount Sinai, to receive revelations from the 
lips of the Most High, which are known only to those, to whom they 
are Masonically entrusted ; and the chief men of Israel are calum- 
niated with the imputation of having practised the secret rites of 
Free Masonry. The first three degrees of the system took their 
present form, according to Masonic accounts, at the building of 
Solomon's Temple, A. M. 3000 ; but the story is monstrous, self- 
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contradictory and fabulous. The legends represent king Solomon 
to have erected the temple by the aid of Free Masonry, and while 
the craft have received this for truth, they have considered it an 
important truth ; but when they record the cowardly death of Hirar* 
Abiff f the singular resurrection of the rotten corpse, and the impos- 
sible execution of the Masonic penalty by burying the bodies 6f 
Jubela , Jubelo , and Jubelum f at low water mark , where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty four hours , they at once think less of the 
antiquity of their order. They affirm that a good thing is none the 
worse for 4 being modern, and they endeavor to escape from the 
point. But the system which falsely assumes great antiquity for its 
.glory, will be justly suspected of assuming the cloak of morality for 
its respectability, and the mantle of charity, to cover its selfishness. 
In this view, we do not consent to the craft’s merely withdrawing 
their proud claim. They must sustain it, or allow the perfidy and 
falsehood of their system. They must defend the claim of Free 
Masonry to the wisdom of king Solomon , to the loss of the Master’s 
word, and to the death of Hiram Abiff * or, otherwise, confess, that 
Free Masonry is but another name for imposture. The origin of 
the Royal Arch degree is strangely contradictory. Many learned 
Masonic writers assert, that it * was first conferred by king Solomon , * 
on three Master Masons, for finding Enochs triangular plate of 
gold, studded with gems, when a part of the ninth arch of his sub- 
terranean temple fell on one of them in the dark cavern, extinguish- 
ed his lamp, and he instantly saw the golden triangle with the in- 
effable name inscribed. [See Webb’s Monitor.] But many other 
equally learned and approved historians of Free Masonry contradict 
this, and say, that this wonderful degree was first conferred on cer- 
tain Masons, for finding the sacred ark, and preserving the Penta- 
teuch, at the building of the second temple at Jerusalem. [See 
Town’6 Speculative Masonry.] A third and more numerous com- 
pany of learned Masonic historians pass the Royal Arch Degree un- 
noticed. Works on Masonry which we have seen published before 
A. D. 1760, make no mention of the existence of this pretended 
sublime degree of ancient Free Masonry ; they confine their re- 
marks wholly to the first three degrees, and to the orders of Knight- 
hood. [See Hutchinson and Anderson’s Constitutions.] 

The Masonic story, that the true name of God was lost in the 
days of Enoch , revealed anew to Moses , and lost again, until Solo- 
mon discovered it on the golden triangle in the ninth arch of the 
temple which swallowed Up three thousand of his most accomplished 
Master Masons, proves the system to be built upon falsehood and 
vain glory, and also upon immorality. [See WebVs Monitor.] A 
most interesting fact connected with the antiquity of Free Masonry, 
is r that neither Herodotus nor any of the sons of history, have men- 
tioned or alluded to it, in any age of the world, previous to the 18th 
century. At an earlier day, neither poet has sung it, nor moralist 
.described it, nor Free Mason bragged of it. It is not inscribed by 
name, or by any significant allusion, on marble, brass, or plate; it 
is not printed on paper, or parchment; not embroidered on cloth, 
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“ cut, stained, hewed, carved, or indented, on an y thing moveable 
or immoveable, beneath the canopy of the heavens/ * whereby we 
can learn, that the system of the most ancient and honorable society 
of Free Masons had existence earlier than the beginning of the 18th 
century. Search the Pyramids of Egypt , search Herculaneum and 
Pompeii , search the world, and we challenge alike the antiquarian 
and the novelist, to show by emblems, medals, ballads, monuments, 
or tales of the imagination, any proof of the existence of the system 
of Secrets and Degrees r whose lights are the Holy Bible, Square, 
and Compasses ; whose emblems are the Trowel, Apron, and Gavel ; 
whosejoaths are blasphemy, and whose penalties are death. We 
do not deny that operative Masonry may be as old as Adam ; cer- 
tainly it was known at Babel , and has been constantly practised 
since, in all ages of the world. Temples, forts, and cities, have 
given employment to the hewers of stone, as well as of wood, have 
required the use of the trowel and cement, as well as of the plane 
and hammer. We have no controversy with true Masonry , but only 
with Free Masonry 9 i sdsely so called, of that we can tell the age, 
with as much precision, as we can tell the time of the Protestant 
Reformation, or the date of the South Sea scheme, or the origin of 4 
Mahommedanism. It abundantly appears by its own books, that 
on the 24th of June, A. D. 1717, four clubs of London Mechanics, 
in the habit of meeting at four taverns, one the Goose and Gridiron , 
another the Croton, a third the Apple-tree Tavern , and the fourth, 
the Rummer and Grapes , convened at the Apple-tree Tavern , 
Charles Street, Covent Garden, London, and appointed Anthony 
Sayer , first most worshipful Grand Master df their most worshipful 
Fraternity, divided into three degrees. They set- about a book of 
Constitutions, A. D. 1719, and issued it A. D. 1723. Free Ma- 
sonry was carried abroad by the friends of the Pretender , and 
served them as a bond of union, and a means of subsistence. 

New degrees were first added in France , but these are disallow- 
ed in England , where at this day, there are only three degrees, and 
every Master Mason finds the lost word. 

The mother Lodge of London , introduced the system of three 
degrees into this country, at Boston , Massachusetts, A. D. 1733, 
published its revised constitutions, A. D. 1738, and laid the corner 
stone of its first Hall, A. D. 1775. Under the corner stone a plate 
was deposited with a Latin inscription, to be found in the writings 
of Preston, and of Smith , approved Free Masons. In this inscrip- 
tion the Grand Lodge of England claim pre-eminence on earth , and 
call themselves “ Latomi , orum” Anglice , “ Free Masons /’ but 
the only definition Ainsworth and Young warrant us to give the 
word Latomi , is, “ slaves condemned , and vagabonds sent to work in 
the quarries” 

When the Grand Lodge say, “ E coelo dcscendit ” it descended 
from heaven , the meaning is clear, but the claim is false and impi- 
ous. The antiquity of Free Masonry is no longer its boast. It is 
supported only by blind tradition, while it is controverted by plain 
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history ; and it stands, like the system it is intended to ennoble, a 
disgrace to its advocates. 

On motion of Hon. Jacob Hall, of Suffolk, 

Voted, That B. W. Lamb, of Suffolk ; Col. Edward Foster, of 
Norfolk, and Micah H. Rugglbs, Esq. of Bristol, be a Committee 
to take into consideration the state of the Public Press. The fol- 
lowing Report was submitted and adopted. 

REPORT# 

Your Committee for the purpose of inquiring into the state bfthe 
Press in relation to a free inquiry on the subject of Speculative Free 
Masonry, having attended to the duty assigned them, respectfully 
submit the following Report, 

The public presses are generally supposed to echo the views of 
their patrons, and the feelings manifested by them to give an impe- 
tus to the pens of their Editors. We are, however, convinced that 
j Free Masonry has an ascendency over the presses in this country 
j unparalleled in the records of free discussion in the columns of 
> newspapers ; which effect we ascribe to the power of the Institution, 
and which calls aloud on those papers that have espoused the cause 
of the people, to be on the alert, to spread information, and correct 
the mis-statements that are going the rounds from presses that have 
lent their aid in diverting the public mind from the contemplation 
of the abduction of Capt. William Morgan, and the subsequent 
trials of the Masonic conspirators that have lately been had in 
New York. < 

To the foregoing remarks, your Committee would add such evi- 
dence of editorial conduct, as has been presented to them. It ap- 
pears that in September last, the Suffolk committee addressed a 
circular to fifteen Editors ; six of whom declined publishing any 
thing on the subject of Free Masonry ; four others admitted a de- 
gree of willingness to insert notices as advertisements, and of course, 
for pay as such ; five others have treated it with silent neglect A 
subsequent application has been made by the same committee, to 
eight editors, to publish their correspondence with the Faculty of 
Harvard University, and the Professors of the Andover Theological 
Institution: but have as yet, succeeded in getting it inserted in 
three only ; one of them has published it in part, and another has 
garbled it in such a manner as to destroy its import ; another said 
if it was published in his paper it would ruin the establishment, as 
two thirds of his 1000 subscribers were Masons. Other evidence . 
has been adduced, to prove that communications have been sent to 
various presses, on the Masonic subject, from another source, which 
have neither been published nor returned to the writer. It ap- 
pears that the country presses are as much shackled as any others, 
f Your Committee, therefore, respectfully recommend that the pa- 
tronage of the friends of free discussion, be extended to such presses 
as freely and boldly open their columns to the Masonic subject, now 
_so interesting to the public and to our country. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


9 


On motion of the Hon. Thomas Kendall, of Suffolk, 

Voted, That Rev. Moses Thatcher, of Norfolk, Hon. Thom- 
as Kendall, of Suffolk, and Gen. Epaphras Hoyt, Franklin, be 
a Committee to prepare an address to the people of this State. 
The Committee reported the following Address, which was accept- 
ed by the Convention. 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow Citizens, 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, That all 
men are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights; that among tfyese are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” On these fundamental principles 
of civil and religious right, the people of these United States not 
only cast off the yoke of foreign domination, but “ the whole peo- 
ple covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole 
people, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the common 
good.” We consider it therefore, the duty of every citizen to watch 
for the public welfare ; to sound the alarm in view of public dan- 
ger ; and to encourage laudable measures, which may be devised 
for the safety and interest of the whole. Although false alarms 
are never to be created, and existing maladies are to be cured by 
the best possible remedies; yet, when public evils do exist, free' 
men should never suffer themselves to rest until those evils are 
eradicated. The common cause of our common country, demands 
the utmost vigilance of an intelligent community. In order that 
this vigilance may be maintained, it is necessary that correspond- 
ing exertions be used to scatter light upon every subject which has 
an important political bearing. Light being diffused upon such 
subjects, and the attention of the people being directed to those 
things which are either salutary or prejudicial to the public good ; 
it argues either a want of moral principle, or a criminal degree of 
apathy, not to feel interested ; and those who feel deeply interested, 
must act . But men of intelligence and integrity, will act openly, 
honestly , consistently , understanding ly, and perseveringly. They 
will not shrink from the scrutiny of their fellow citizens, nor seek 
to hide themselves from the public eye ; and while they adopt and 
pursue, with a steady, undeviating course, those measures, which 
they deem for the general interest, they will frankly and ingenuously 
give the reasons of their conduct, that the public may approve or 
condemn, as occasion may require. 

On this ground, we consider it not only the right , but the obliga- 
tion , of citizens of this Commonwealth, in concert with others of 
our sister States, to assemble for the express purpose of investiga- 
ting the nature, tendency, and political bearing of Free Masonry. 

We are aware that this subject is one of great interest, and, in* 
its own nature, exceedingly delicate ; inasmuch as it relates to the 
opinions and practice of many, who, for talents, learning and in- 
tegrity, are ranked among the first men in our country. We are, 
likewise, by no means insensible, that a thorough investigation of 
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this subject must bring us in unpleasant collision with men whom 
we highly regard for their moral worth, and with many to whom 
we are bound by the strongest ties of social and relative friendship. 
We would, therefore, have it distinctly understood, that we have 
neither collision nor controversy with Masons as men, but only 
with men as Masons, 

While however, we are willing to concede to Masons, as men , 
all that is just, honorable, virtuous and praiseworthy, on their part ; 
we are not willing to admit, that all the talents, and all the learn- 
ing, and all the moral worth, of our common country, are the per- 
quisite of the masonic fraternity. We are not willing to admit 
that they “ are the people,” and that “ wisdom will die with them.” 
However highly we may respect Masons as men ; we cannot con- 
cede, that aprons, sashes, jewels, mitres, secret rites and obliga- 
tions, or princely titles, can justly secure to them prerogatives of 
honor, profit' and trust ; or that they are more deserving of public 
confidence, than any other class of citizens. We cannot stand 
afar off, and ct exceedingly fear and quake,” because of the “ aw- 
ful mystery,” which, for a century past, has hung over this institu- 
tion ; nor can the venerable locks of some of its members, its pre- 
tended claims to sanctity and “ holiness to the Lord,” nor even the 
sword of the “ tyler,” awe us into silence ,* or hinder our drawing 
near to scrutinize the foundation, materials, and “ cap-stone” of 
this mystical building. 

These things premised, the Delegates from several Counties in 
this Commonwealth, convened for the purpose of investigating the 
principles of Speculative Masonry, now beg leave to place before 
thrdr constituents, and fellow citizens in general, certain reasons, 
why they consider the masonic Institution as dangerous to our civil 
and religious liberties. 

The first reason which we would offer, relative to this subject, 
and which demands our serious consideration, is this : 

The masonic fraternity have erected for themselves a 

DISTINCT, AND INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT, WITHIN THE JURISDIC- 
TION of the United States. 

It cannot be denied, that any community, arrogating to itself 
the right of punishing offenders, not recognized by the laws of the 
land ; and, especially, holding in its own power, the lives of its 
members; must, so far, be considered as claiming independence, 
and refusing, in these respects, to hbkl itself amenable to any high- 
er authority. But, that the masonic fraternity have done this, 
and still persist in their claim to independence, has been made 
to appear by the most satisfactory evidence. The testimony of 
their own members has abundantly shown, that they have instituted 
a code of laws, not subject to the supervision of any civil power ; 
and this code is sanguinary . The code of laws in this institution, 
consists in the several “ oaths or obligations” of its several degrees, 
to every one of which a penalty is annexed ; and that penalty is 
death,' Every Free Mason, in every degree by which he may ad- 
vance, is made to swear, that he will tor ever conceal the secret 
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rites and principles of the institution ; his acting himself “ under 
no less penalty” than to die a most horrid and barbarous death, if 
he should ever knowingly or wilfully violate any essential part of 
his obligation. In order to have a fair view of the barbarous and 
sanguinary nature of this code, it may not be improper to recapitu- 
late the penalties of the first seven degrees. The Entered Appren- 
tice 4 binds himself under no less penalty than to have his throat 
cut across, his tongue torn out by the roots, and his body buried in 
the rough sands of the sea.’ The penalty of the Fellow Craft, is, 

4 to have his left breast torn open, and his heart and vitals taken from 
thence, to be thrown over his left shoulder, and carried into the val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat.’ The Master Mason §wears under the penalty 
of having his body severed in two, his bowels burnt to ashes, and 
the ashes scattered to the four winds of heaven.’ The candidate 
for the fourth degree, 4 binds himself under no less penalty, then to 
have his right ear smote off, and his right hand chopped off as the 
penalty of an imposter.’ The Past Master swears under the pen- 
alty of having his “tongue split from tip to root.” The Most 
Excellent Master binds himself under the penalty of having his 
44 breast torn open, and his heart and vitals taken from thence, and 
exposed to rot on the dung hill.” The Royal Arch Mason impre- 
cates the penalty of having his 44 skull smote off, and his brains 
exposed to the scorching rays of the sun. 

Such, fellow citizens, are the sanguinary penalties, by which the 
Masonic code is sanctioned, up to the seventh degree. Those of 
the higher degrees, are of the same nature, except, that if possible, 
they increase in barbarism. 

Now it is vain for Masons any longer to deny, that these are the 
penalties by which the laws of their institution are enforced ; be- 
cause those obligations have already become the subject oi judi- 
cial record, as developed, under oath, in courts of justice. 

It is equally vain for them to pretend, that these penalties have 
received only a passive signification. The obligations speak for 
themselves. No person can read them, with an unprejudiced 
mind, without receiving the strong, immediate and horrid impres- 
sion, that they were intended to be put in execution. Some of us, 
likewise, know , from our own observation, that these obligations 
have been uniformly administered in lodges and chapters, and suf- 
fered to stand, as literaUy expressed, without note or comment. 
The candidate is made to bind himself 44 under no less penalty ” 
then to suffer thus and so, if he 44 should prove wilfully guilty of 
violating any part of his obligation. But what is a penalty ? John- 
son says, it is a 44 punishment 44 judicial infliction ,” 44 forfeiture 
upon non performance .” It is a contradiction in terms, then, to 
say, that a penalty is merely passive. The delinquent also, in the 
terms expressed, is supposed to prove “wilfully guilty” of violat- 
ing some part of his obligation ; which could not be the case, if 
the secrets of Masonry were extorted from him by persecution. 
The very terms therefore, 44 wilfully guilty as expressed in the 
oath, are a fair exposition of the penalty, and show at once, that 
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it was intended to be put in execution, in case of delinquency. 
The candidate also, is made to swear, that he “ will obey all regu- 
lar signs, summonses, or tokens, given, handed, sent, or thrown/' 
to him, from a brother, or companion of the same degree, or from 
“ the body of a lawfully constituted Lodge” or “ Chapter of such.” 
This part of the oath too, is left without note or comment. The 
candidate is to “ obey all regular signs, summonses, or tokens,” 
whether to be. tried and condemned himself, or to try and execute 
a brother, who may have violated his Masonic engagements^ This 
precisely accords with the charge given to the Fellow Craft, as 
expressed in Webb’s Monitor : “ our laws and regulations you are 
strenuously to support ; and be altcays ready to assist in seeing 
them duly executed ” 

Butj if we had any doubt respecting the design, nature and ten- 
dency, of Masonic laws ; we have a fair and direct exposition in 
the higher degrees. The “ Thrice Illustrious Knights” issworn in 
the following words: “You further swear, that should you know 
another violate any essential part of this obligation, you will use 
your most decided endeavours, by . the blessing of God, to bring 
such person to the strictest and most condign punishment , agreeably 
to the rules and usages of our ancient fraternity.” The Elect- 
ed Knight of Nine swears, that he “ will revenge the assassination 
of our worthy Master, Hiram A biff, not only on the murderers, 
but also on all , who may betray the secrets of this degree” He 
also consents, in ca$e of his own delinquency, “ to be struck with 
the dreadful poniard of vengeance” The “Illustrious Elector of 
Fifteen binds himself under the penalty of having his “ body open- 
ed perpendicularly and horizontally, and exposed to the air for 
eight hours, that the flies may pray on the entrails ;” and swears 
“ to be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who may disclose 
the secrets of this degree.” The Knight of the East and West 
binds himself “ under the penalty of not only being dishonored, 
but to consider his life as the immediate forfeiture, and that to be 
taken from him with all the tortures and pains to be inflicted in 
manner as he had consented to in his preceding degrees.” The 
“Knight of the Eagle, and Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix 
De Heroden,” is shown a symbolic representation of Hell , and 
then addressed in the following language : “ The horrors which 
you have just now seen, are but a faint representation of those you 
shall suffer, if you break through our laws, or infringe the obligation 
you have taken.” To the Knight of the Eagle or Sun, is explain- 
ed the, following emblem : “ By the man you saw peeping, and who 
was discovered, seized, and conducted to death, is an emblem of 
those who came to be initiated into our secret mysteries through a 
motive of curiosity, and, if so indiscreet as to divulge our obliga- 
tions, we are bound to cause their death , and take vengeance on the 
treasor by the destruction of the traitor ” In accordance with 
this sentiment, the Knight of Kadosh swears “ to take revenge on 
the traitors of Masonry,” and to yield submission and obedience , on 
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all occasions , without any restrictions , to the Orders of the Illustrious 
Knights and Grand Commander.” 

Now, if we can attach any meaning whatever to Masonic lan- 
guage, or understand the genius of any human government; we 
must have the irresistible conviction, that the Masonic Fraternity 
have intended to assume the power of life and death over their own 
members. If so, they must be considered as establishing an inde- 
pendent government, within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
If*they are governed by the spirit and letter of their legal code, 
they must assume the right to punish with DEATH, independent- 
ly of any other power, references which are neither known nor re- 
cognized by the law of the land.* This sentiment corresponds with 
language used by the Grand Lodge, in the State of New York ; 
and the same diction, with little variation, is used by the Grand 
Lodge of this Commonwealth. “ Every Grand Lodge,” says this 
first mentioned body, “ has an inherent power and authority, to 
make local ordinances and new regulations, as well as to amend 
and explain the old, for their own particular benefit, and the good 
of Masonry in general, provided always, that the ancient land- 
marks are preserved, and that such Regulations be duly prepared in 
writing for the consideration of the members. This has never been 
disputed; for the members of every Grand Lodge are the true 
representatives of the Fraternity in communication; and are an 
absolute and independent body, with legislative authority — provided 
as aforesaid, that the Grand Masonic constitution be never violated, 
nor any of the old land-marks removed.” 

“ Here,” in the language of one who has written on this subject, 
“ without any reference to the government of the United States, or to 
any other government, every Grand Lodge claims to be an * abso- 
lute and independent body, with legislative authority and inherent 
power* to make what laws they please for their own particular bene- 
fit and for the good of Masonry, (not for the good of mankind) in 
general.” * 

Masonic language and Masonic legislation, then, assume as high 
prerogatives, and as independent authority, as any government on 
earth ; and will cope with the spirit and diction af the United Col- 
onies, when they declared themselves “free and independent States.’ * 
But, tne good judmnent of every intelligent citizen must teach him, 
that it can be neither for the interest nor the safety of this republic, 
to have an independent and increasing power, springing up within 
our own territories ; making laws for itself ; assuming the preroga- 
tive to punish with death , or otherwise, offences of its own creating; 
and holding itself amenable to no legislature or executive in the 
United States. It is on this very principle, that the Executive of 
the United States has refused to protect some of our Indian tribe. 
But if the Indians, in a small local territory , are not to be coun- 
tenanced in “ creating an independent government ;” how can it 
be consistent to connive at the existence and growth of a power 
which has defied “ the world in armsf in the very heart of our 
country, and whose members are scattered over the whole land? 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



14 


Another evil of which we complain, relative to the Masonic Iw- 
^ stitution, is, its unlimited and unrestricted funds . 

Our legislatures, in framing the charters of corpbrate bodies, 
have wisely provided, that the funds of such bodies shall be devote 
ed to specific objects, and shall never exceed a certain amount. 
They have done this, on the principle, that unlimited and unre- 
stricted funds, in the hands of any class of people, are always dan- 
| gerous. Wealth is power. It is of vast importance therefore, that 
I funds, in the hands of corporate bodies, be limited and restricted 
by civil law. Otherwise they may, at the control of ambitious and 
unprincipled men, prove a most powerful engine against the state, 
or be devoted to purposes subversive of the public good. But, to 
what limitation or restriction are the funds of the Masonic Frater- 
nity subjected ? or what support do they lend to civil government ? 
The members of this society may accumulate hundreds of thous- 
ands, in secret, subjected to no tax, and responsible to no civil 
j power. Who knows also, the real , secret object, for which those 
; funds are created ? They may be created for purposes of Masonic 
| charity ; and they may be created and managed to the subversion 
of every civil government on earfh. 

It is no less obvious to us, that the Masonic Institution practises 
the foulest imposition . It professes , indeed, to be an Institution of 
science , charity , and moral virtue . But, examining the first princi- 
ples of the Institution, as they have been developed in hundreds of 
instances, we cannot but be surprized and shocked, at the gross 
fraud and extortion which it has practised upon our young men. — 
It would be easy to adduce examples in demonstration of this truth ; 
but as the secret rites of Free Masonry have all been laid before the 
public, we would urge every citizen to examine for himself. 

) The immorality of Free Masonry, is another thing, to which we 
[ would invite the attention of the public. Every man of principle, 
intelligence and reflection, must admit, that the stability of our 
government, and the security of our rights and privileges, must, in a 
great measure, depend upon the prevalence of sound morality. 
But, we cannot think, that the secret rites and obligations of Free 
Masonry, are, in any degree, calculated to enforce the principles of 
moral virtue. On the contrary, we have the strongest conviction, that 
they tend to harden the heart, stupify the* consciqpce, and to eradi- 
cate every degree of moral sensibility. The frequency and barbar- 
ous language, with which oaths are administered , in this Institution, 
and the inhuman penalties, with which they are sanctioned, must 
naturally lead moral beings to trifle with the oath of God, imposed 
by civil authority. The indecent and ridiculous ceremonies of in- 
itiation, intermingled with prayer and reading the Scriptures, must 
tend directly to turn sacred things into contempt. The awful fa- 
miliarity with which the name, titles, attributes, and word, of the 
Deity, are used, as “ pass words the profane and farcical repre- 
sentation of “ the burning bush,” the ark of God, the pot of manna, 
and the rod of Aaron; we think can amount to nothing less than 
blasphemy. In short, all the ceremonies and appendages of the 
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Masonic Institution, from the first to the forty-third degree, we con- 
sider directly calculated, and most artfully contrived, to lead on, 
step by step, into blank Atheism . We fear not to appeal to any un- 
prejudiced minds who will examine these degrees, as they have been 
disclosed by Bernard and others ; and to affirm, without the least 
apprehension of being contradicted, that the whole system is direct- 
ly calculated to overturn every religion, and every civil government 
on earth. This object is fully disclosed by the “ Knight Adept of 
the Eagle or Sun.” After explaining Masonic symbols, in the pre- 
ceding degrees, as secretly, though really , levelled against the first 
principles of every existing religion and government, the “ Grand 
Master, or Thrice Puissant,” addresses the candidate in the follow- 
ing words : " Behold my dear brother, what you must fight against 
and destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true good 
and sovereign happiness! Behold this monster which you must 
conquer — a serpent which we detest as an idol that is adored by the 
idiot and vulgar under the name of religion” I 

In looking at the principles af Free Masonry, we are constrained 
to believe,, that it subverts the administration of justice* This is 
the natural tendency of Masonic oaths ; as will appear from the fol- 
lowing extracts. To aid a brother, and keep his secrets, the Mas- 
ter Mason binds himself explicitly. “ Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that I will not give the grand hailing sign of distress, ex- 
cept I am in real distress, or for the benefit of the craft, when at 
work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or the word accom- 
panying it, and the person who gave it appearing to be in distress, . 

I will fiy to his relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater 
probability of saving his life than of losing my own.” “ Further- 
more, do I promise and swear, that a Master Mason’s secrets, given 
to me in charge as such, and I knowing them to be such, shall re- 
main as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, when com- 
municated to me, murder and treason excepted ; and they left to my 
own election.” Now who would expect, that a Master Mason, 
feeling himself bound by his Masonic oath, would disclose “the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” when called to 
testify against a brother in a court of justice, especially when he 
saw from that brother “ the grand hailing sign of distress ?” But, 
lot us hear the Royal Arch Mason. “ Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that 1 will aid and assist a companion Royal Arch Ma- 
son, when engaged in any difficulty : and espouse his cause, so far 
as to extricate him |/om the same, if in my power, whether he be 
right or wrong. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a Com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason’s secrets, given me in charge as such, 
and I knowing them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviola- 
ble in my breast as in his own, murder and treason not excepted 
or, as it is administered in some Chapters, “ in all cases without ex- 
ception .” We now ask any eitizen, who is not a Mason, if, engag- 
ed in litigation with one of the Fraternity, he is willing his cause 
should be submitted to a jury, bound under no less penalty, than to 
have each his “ skull smote off” that they will aid and assist their 
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“companion, when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his 
cause, so far as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right 
or wrong ?” If the jurors have any regard to the Masonic oath, 
will they not feel bound to render a verdict in favor of their brother 
or companion, whether just or unjust? This is no more than a 
fair and literal expression of the Royal Arch obligation ; and we 
have the testimony of men, who have been familiar w ith Masonic 
usages, and whose integrity has long been established in view of the 
public, that the cause of justice has been thwarted repeatedly 
through the influence of Masonic oaths. 

Free Masonry tends to defeat the design of the civil law , and to 
paralize the arm of justice in the punishment of crime. 

Free Masons are not only sworn to keep their brother’s secrets, 
and to defend and espouse his cause, whether right' or wrong, but 
to warn him of approaching danger, and, if possible, effect his es- 
cape. The force of such obligations, regarded by the brotherhood, 
must afford a broad covering for the blackest crimes, and lay the 
foundation for many a villain to elude the stroke of justice. In de- 
monstration of this fact, we appeal to the Morgan conspiracy. — 
The success and facility, with which many, engaged in that barbar- 
ous transaction, have insulted and set at defiance the majesty of the 
civil law, afford melancholy proof, that Masonic obligations are but 
too well observed. It affords an affecting illustration of those un- 
hallowed words to keep a companion’s secrets, in all cases whatso- 
ever, and to espouse his cause, and grant him aid “ in any difficulty 
so far as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right or 
wrong.” It cannot be denied, nor ought to be concealed, that 
whole Lodges, Chapters and Encampments, and even the Grand 
Lodge and Grand Chapter, of one of the States, have been prompt 
to relieve their criminal brethren and companions in distress ; and 
have not hesitated to bestow of their funds, to thwart the exertions, 
and paralize the effects of the civil power. Even those Free Ma- 
sons, who have been convicted of the foulest crimes against the laws 
of their country, have had their prisons turned to palaces, their 
hearts cheered with every desirable luxury, and are still owned by 
the fraternity, as trusty companions and worthy brothers. It is in- 
deed, mockery, and adding insult to injury, for any to pretend, in 
the face of these “ stubborn facts,” that Free Masons do not mean 
to shield one another from the arm of the civil law. 

It is an alarming consideration that the public press has been so 
much under the control of Masonic Influence. A free press may be 
considered the very bulwark of our civil and religious liberties. 
Who are our sentinels and watchmen, but those who manage the 
public press? But our editors, with a few honorable exceptions, 
relative to this subject, have been, as it appears to us, unreasonably 
reserved. Bating a few, who have been continually chaunting the 
praises of Free Masonry, and pouring forth abuse and Billingsgate 
on all who dare oppose ; and here and there a champion for the 
truth, who had the temerity, in opposition to Masonic threats and 
Masonic corruption, to sound the alarm, and tell aloud the tale of 
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wo, which had jet scarce been whispered to the westers zephyr; 
almost the whole corps seemed to be mute with astonishment. 
Masonic bribery had almost effectually poisoned all our streams of 
public information. No one could know the truth ; no one could 
tell what to believe. Were it not for the Anti Masonic presses, 
which have sprung up, almost simultaneously, like here and there 
a star to “ glitter upon the mantle of night our political horizon 
would still have been left in worse than Egyptian darkness. But 
from the demonstration we have had of Masonic control over the 
public press, a free people have reason to be jealous, and take 
the alarm. If the fountains of intelligence must either be stopped, or 
corrupted, by a powerful, secret combination, we may as well bar- 
ter away our birth-right for a mess of pottage, or sell our liberties 
at auction, like the Roman empire, dispoiled of its strength, opu- 
lence and glory. 

We cannot but learn, with serious apprehensions for our dearest 
rights, the artful and insidious measures , with which Free Masons 
have keen thrust into offices of power and trust . In looking at these 
offices, in places where, perhaps, one eighth of the freeholders are 
Masons, we shall find more than seven eighths of the officers in 
possession of the brotherhood. Where, fellow citizens, will you 
find a public key, of any considerable importance, that is not in 
the hands of a Mason ? Where will you find an important public 
office, of any considerable lucrative encouragement, that is not fill- 
ed by a Mason ? We are sure, that the disparity in official appoint- 
ments, as divided between Free Masons and other classes of our 
fellow citizens, is so great, that it could not have been the result of 
accident. Who ever will examine this part of the subject, will find 
that facts speak for themselves, and that their testimony is irre- 
sistible. 

Now, although we would not deny to Free Masons, as men, in 
common with others, any right, prerogative or perquisite, of civil 
community, to which talents and integrity may justly entitle them ; 
yet we are constrained to consider any secret or clandestine mea- 
sures, which they take to thrust their own members into office, as 
altogether a usurpation ; and such an one as is directly calculated 
to subvert the very first principles of our confederate Republic. 

We do not feel ourselves at liberty to conclude this document, 
without urging our fellow citizens to reflect upon the awful impre- 
cations of Free Masonry. These are so numerous, that we could 
not give a full view of their horrid and blasphemous import, with- 
out transcribing a very considerable part of every Masonic u obli- 
gation.” We will select, as an example only the following, from 
one of the Knight’s degrees. In receiving his libation from a 
human skull , the candidate swears, “ May this libation appear as a 
witness against me, both here and hereafter, — and as the sins of 
the world were laid upon the head of the Saviour, so may all the 
sins committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon 
my head, in addition to my erwn, should I ever knowingly or wilfully 


Digitized by 


Google 



18 


violate or tr&nsgrtsa any obligation that I have heretofore take*, 
take at this time, or shall, at any future period, take in relation to 
any degree of Masonry, or order of Knighthood.” Upon such im«* 
precations as these, let every citizen make his own comment. 

We also feel it our duty, though with great reluctance, to advert 
to the 'malignant and persecuting spirit , inculcated in some of the 
first principles of Free Masonry, and which has been too faithfully 
carried into effect against all those, who have had the temerity to 
transgress hex secret and mysterious laws. Take, as an example, 
an extract from an obligation administered to the Thrice Illustrious 
Knight of the Red Cross. “You further swear, that should you 
know another to violate any essential point of this obligation, you 
will use vour most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to 
bring such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, 
agreeably to the rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; 
and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond ; 
by opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring 
his character after him wherever he may go, and exposing him to 
the contempt of the whole fraternity and the world, but of our illus- 
trious order more especially, during his whole natural life.” Here 
too, let our fellow citizens judge, whether such a spirit as this, en- 
forced by a sanguinary lato, becomes a “handmaid of religion,” or 
of an institution professing to inculcate the first principles of 
“charity,” “ universal philanthrophy,” and sound “morality.” Am 
it respects ourselves, we are fully satisfied, that such obligations as 
the above, will account for the scandal and feproach, which, with- 
out discrimination have been heaped upon all those who have burst 
the bonds of the Masonic Institution, and borne testimony against 
its secret principles of iniquity. 

There are several other topics, relative to this subject, which we 
think deserve the serious consideration of our fellow citizens ; but 
this protracted address must come to a close, and leave much un- 
said, which we could wish to have discussed. We cannot, however, 
sum up what we have already suggested, and what we might still 
desire to lay before the citizens of this Commonwealth, in more 
appropriate language, than that of the Le Roy Convention, in their 
Anti Masonic Declaration of Independence. 

“ That it (the Masonic Institution) is opposed to the genius and 
design of this government, the spirit and precepts of our holy relig- 
ion, and the welfare of society generally, will appear from the fol- 
lowing considerations : 

“ It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of citizens of 
the republic. 

“ It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its members for 
offences unknown to the laws of this or any other nation. 

“ It requires the concealment of crime, and protects the guilty 
from punishment. 

“ It encourages the commission of crime, by affording to th« 
guilty facilities of escape. 
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“ It aJSords opportunities for the eorrupt and designing to fornt 
plans against government, and the lives and characters of indi- x 
viduals. 

“ It assumes titles and dignities incompatible with a republican 
form of government, and enjoins an obedience to them derogatory 
to republican principles. 

“ It destroys all principles of equality, by bestowing favors on 
its own members, to the exclusion of others equally meritorious and 
deserving. 

“It creates odious aristocracies by its obligations to support the 
interests of its members, in preference to others of equal qualifica- 
tions. 

“ It blasphemes the name, and attempts a personification of the 
Great Jehovah. 

“ It prostitutes the Sacred Scriptures to unholy purposes, to sub- 
serve its own secular and trifling concerns. 

“ It weakens the sanctions of morality and religioh, by the mul- 
tiplication of profane oaths, and an immoral familiarity with relig- 
ious forms and ceremonies. 

“ It destroys a veneration for religion and religious ordinanoes, 
by the profane use of religious forms. 

“ It substitutes the self righteousness and ceremonies of Mason- 
ry for the vital religion and ordinances of the Gospel. 

“It promotes habits of idleness and intemperance, by its mem- 
bers neglecting their business to attend its meetings and drink its 
libations. 

“ It accumulates, funds at the expense of indigent persons, and 
to the distress of their families, too often to be dissipated in rioting 
and pleasure, and its senseless ceremonies and exhibitions. 

“ It contracts the sympathies of the human heart for all the un- 
fortunate, by confining its charities to its own members ; and pro- 
motes the interests of a few at the expense of the many. 

“ An institution thus fraught with so many and great evils, is 
dangerous to our government and the safety of our citizens, and is 
unfit to exist among a free people : We, therefore, believing it a 
duty we owe to God, our country, and to posterity, resolve to ex- 
pose its mystery, wickedness and tendency, to public view — and 
we exhort all citizens, who have a love of country and a veneration 
for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, and a regard for the wel- 
fare of mankind, to aid us in the cause which we have espoused .' 1 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MOSES THATCHER, 

Per Order. 

The above Report was unanimously accepted. 


* 
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On motion of Asaph Churchill, Esq. 

Voted , That Messrs. Churchill, of Norfolk ; Odiorkb, of Suf- 
folk; Adams, of Middlesex ; Reed, of Essex; White-, of Frank- 
lin; Sprague, of Plymouth ; Burbank, of Worcester, and Rus- 
sel, of Bristol, be a Committee to draft Resolutions, expressive of 
the sense of this Convention on the subject of Speculative Free Ma- 
sonry. The following were reported and adopted by the Convention. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved ’, That all Societies should be open and amenable ip the 
public, and that the existence of any Association whose objects, 
principles and measures are secret and concealed, is hostile to the 
spirit of our free Institutions. 

Resolved , That the disclosures of Free Masonry made by Wm. 
Morgan, by the Le Roy Convention, and by Elder Bernard and 
others, show the system to be selfish, revengeful and impious, and 
its oaths to be dangerous to our private rights and our public 
interests. 

Resolved , That there is evidence before this Convention that 
Royal Arch Free Masons, impelled by a sense of their Masonic ob- 
ligations, have robbed their country of the services of a free citizen, 
that the Institution retains within its bosom the men who have done 
this violence, and that the Grand Lodge of New York has contrib- 
uted of its funds to pay the expenses of the same, and that Chap- 
ters and subordinate Lodges have ajso appropriated liberally of their 
goods to support the perpetrators of kidnapping and alledged murder. 

Resolved , That the system is one and indivisible, whether con- 
sisting of three degrees or fifty, that it is erected on the same foun- 
dation, constructed in the same form, inhabited by the same spirit, 
and governed by the same laws ; that the acts of exalted Free Ma- 
sons, and of Lodges and Chapters in one State, are the responsible 
acts of the w r hole system in the United States, and that it is proper 
to make Free Masonry answer for the conduct of its constituted au- 
thorities wherever they are situated. 

Resolved \ That in view of the premises we respectfully request 
the Grand Fraternities of Free Masons in the State of Massachu- 
setts, to disfellotcship the Grand Lodge, the Grand Chapter, and the 
Grand Encampment of the State of New York which hold in their 
Masonic embrace the perpetrators of the violence upon William 
Morgan, and either to deny the truth of the above named disclo- 
sures, or to renounce the system, and the oaths of Free Masonry 
which have been palmed upon the honest Free Masons of the 
present generation as the favorite work of the wise king Solomon, 
and of their tutelar, St. John. 

Resolved , That the Anti-Masonic State Committee be directed to 
furnish each one of the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge, and the 
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Grand Chapter, and the Grand Encampment, and the Grand Coun- 
cil of the Free Masons in this State with a copy of these Resolu- 
tions, particularly urging this our earnest request, and that when 
this Convention adjourns, it be to some day convenient to receive 
their answer, in the hope that the wisdom of their reply will relieve 
the public mind of any anxiety respecting the Institution of Specu- 
lative Free Masonry. 

Resolved , That in the opinion of this Convention the oaths im- 
posed by Free Masonry are in a very high degree profane, and en- 
tirely destitute of any moral obligation, or legal binding force. 

Resolved , On the Report of the Committee appointed to inquire 
how far Free Masonry and French Illuminism are connected, 

That there is evidence of an intimate connexion between the 
higher orders of Free Masonry and French Illuminism. 


On motion of Dr. Abner Phelps, 

Voted , That Messrs. Phelps, of Suffolk ; Gassett, of do. and 
Congdon, of Bristol, be a committee to take into consideration the 
subject of a National Convention to be holden at Philadelphia, on 
the 1 1th September next. Who subsequently reported the follow- 
ing Resolve : 

Resolved , That we highly approve of the proposition for a Na- 
tional Convention to be holden at Philadelphia, on the 11th of 
September next for the purposes recommended by the Patriots of 
the great State of New York, and that this Commonwealth ought to 
to be fully represented in said Convention. 


A Committee of one from each County subsequently nominated 
the following Gentlemen who were unanimously chosen to attend 
the National Convention, viz : 


HENRY GASSETT, Esq. ) 

Dr. ABNER PHELPS, jof Suffolk, 

AMASA WALKER, ) 

Dr. ABRAHAM R. THOMPSON, of Middlesex. 
STEPHEN OLIVER, Esq. of Essex. 


Col. PLINY MERRICK, > 
r, Jr. f 


Hon. BEZALEEL TAFT 
Gen. EPAPHRUS HOYT, of Franklin. 


of Worcester. 


► of Norfolk. 


Rev. MOSES THATCHER, \ 

JOSEPH MORTON, Esq. 

NATHAN LAZELL, Jr. Esq. of Plymouth. 
MICAH H. RUGGLES, Esq. of Bristol. 


Voted , That the remaining Delegates be chosen hereafter in the 
Counties not represented in this Convention, and that the State 
Committee have power to fill all vacancies that may occur. 
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On motion of Gen. Epaphrus Hoyt, 

Voted, That Messrs. Oliver, of Essex ; Congdon, of Bristol ; 
Lazell, of Plymouth ; Peters, of Worcester ;Williams, of Frank- 
lin, Thacher, of Norfolk, and Adams, of Middlesex, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the expediency of organizing 
State, County, Town and District Committees, who subseqently 
made the following 


REPORT. 

That as the great object of this Convention is to spread informa- 
tion before the people on the subject of Free Masonry, it is obvious 
that assistance must be employed in various parts of this Common- 
wealth. They, therefore, respectfully recommend, that the gentle- 
men composing the Suffolk Committee , be appointed a State ' Com - 
mittee , for the purpose of diffusing such information, holding such 
correspondence, publishing such documents and papers, and other- 
wise attending to all the objects of this Convention, as they may 
think proper. 

Further, they recommend, that a County Committee be appoint- 
ed in each County, (where they are not already chosen,) in such 
manner as the people in those Counties shall determine. And that 
it be the duty of each Anti-masonic County Committee in this 
Commonwealth to correspond with the State Committee, and Ward 
or Town Committees, within their respective Counties ; collect and 
diffuse information on the subject of Free Masonry ; call meetings 
and otherwise attend to the objects of this Convention as they may 
think proper; and also, that each Committee, appointed under this 
organization, fill their own vacancies ; and when any member, or 
members of either State, County, Ward, Town or District Commit- 
tee, shall be present at the meeting of either of the above named 
Committees, he or they shall be considered members of the same, 
and act accordingly. 

All of which is respectfully .submitted. 

The above Report was unanimously accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, of Suffolk, 

Voted , That A. W. Paine, Esq. of Suffolk, Henry Hobart, 
Esq. of Worcester, and Nathan Pratt, Esq. of do. be a Commit- 
tee to take into consideration the Laws of this State, in relation to 
extra judicial oaths. 

This Committee subsequently presented a very elaborate and in- 
teresting Report, in which was embodied a large mass of highly 
important information, but its great length prevents its insertion in 
this abstract of the proceedings. The Report was referred to the 
State Committee. 
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On motion of William Mar«ton, Esq. t 

Voted , That Messrs. Marston, of Suffolk, Allen, of Essex, 
Burbank, of Worcester, Allen, of Plymouth, Morgridge, of 
Bristol, Allen, of Norfolk, and Williams, of Franklin, be a Com- 
mittee to ascertain the number of Lodges, Chapters, Encampments 
and Councils of Free Masons in this Commonwealth, and the num- 
ber of Officers, Civil, Religious and Military, which are held by 
Free Masons. 

The Report of this Committee was accepted, as follows : 

REPORT. 

Your Committee chosen to ascertain the number of Lodges, 
Chapters, Encampments and Councils of Free Masons in this 
Commonwealth, and the number of members of each, and what 
number of officers, civil, religious and military, are held by Free 
Masons : beg leave to report, that they feel the responsibility of 
this arduous, and important duty ; that all the Counties are not 
represented in this Convention ; therefore your Committee must of 
necessity go beyond the Counties here represented to ascertain the 
whole. That it requires more time than is allowed them at >the 
present session of this Convention, they therefore respectfully ask 
the privilege of making their final report at the adjourned meeting 
of this Convention. 


IN CONVENTION, JAN. 1, 1830. 

The following Vote of Thanks was passed by the Convention, 
Doctor Abner Phelps, First Vice President, in the Chair. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Sanborn, of Middlesex, 

Voted , That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
Pliny Merrick, Esq. for the important information which he has 
frankly communicated relative to the interesting subject of Free 
Masonry, and also for the able, dignified and impartial manner in 
which he has presided over its deliberations during the session. 

After which, the President resumed the Chair, and made an ap- 
propriate reply. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, of Norfolk, 

Voted , That the thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Vice Presidents and Secretaries for their important services in this 
body. 

On motion of Mr. Whitney, Jr. of Suffolk, 

Voted t That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
Henry Dana Ward, Esq. for his generous, patriotic and valuable 
services on this occasion. 
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On motion of Dr. Thompson, of Middlesex, 

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to all 
the Seceding Masons present, for the important information and 
aid received from them, by this Convention. 

On motion of Col. Burbank, of Worcester, 

Voted , That the thanks of this Convention, be presented to 
the Suffolk Committee, for their faithful, indefatigable and patri- 
otic services in the great cause of Anti Masonry and civil liberty. 

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Suffolk, 

Voted , That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the several Anti Masonic County Committees for their faithful 
and devoted services in the cause in which we are engaged. 

On motion of Deacon W. Cheever, of Worcester, 

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Honorable the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Boston, for 
the use of Faneuil Hall, during its sitting, and that the Secretary bo 
requested to communicate this resolution to the Honorable Board. 

The Committee on Adjournment, made the following Report, 
which was accepted. 

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration of the 
adjournment of this Convention to a future day have attended to 
that duty and respectfully suggest, 

That the further consideration of this subject be referred to the 
State Committee chosen by this Convention — and that said Com- 
mittee be authorized to notify a meeting of said Convention at such 
time as they may deem expedient, provided it be done prior to the 
first of October next, and then to be convened in Boston, and when , 
this Convention adjourn, it adjourn accordingly. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

Per Order. 

Voted, That this Convention do now adjourn. 

BOSTON, JANUARY 1, 1830. 
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APPENDIX 


CHANGES IN COMMITTEES, 

A communication having blen received from Doctor Benjamin Waterhouse 
Middlesex, stating that in consequence of sickness in his family he should be nn»h |+ 
to attend during the setting of the Convention. 

Voted, That Henry Dana Ward, Esq. be placed on the Committee on the An- 
tiquity of Free Masonry, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the absence of Doctor 
Waterhouse. - 

Hon. Thomas Kendall, Suffolk, addressed a note to the President of the Con- 
vention, saying that the death of one of the members of his family, would ren- 
dered it impracticable for him to give further attendance during the session, on 
which it was # 

Voted, That W. W. Blake, Esq. of Suffolk, be appointed to supply the vacancy 
in the Committee, on the Address to the people. 

Mr. Pratt, of Shrew.bury, w excu.ed from .erring any farther upon the Com, 
mittee, on Extra Judicial Oath., and Mr. Wri.ua, of Bouton, wa. cho.su in hi. 
place. 

DELEGATES 

Chosen at the several County Meetings, to the State Convention. 

[O* The Publishing Committee have withdrawn the names of those who have 
publicly declined. There were some others who did not attend, but as no notice 
has been received of their having declined, the Committee did not feel authorised to 
suppress their names. They belonged principally to Essex and Middlesex.] 


SUFFOLK. 
John D. Williams, 
Hon, Thomas Kendall, 
Hon. George Odiorne. 
Hon. Jacob Hall, 

Hon. He man Lincoln, 
Henry Gassett, 
Jonathan French, 
Thomas Walley, 
Beniamin W. Lamb, 
Daniel Weld, 
Ebenezer Withington, 
Dr, Abner Phelps, 
William W. Blake,’ 
Beniamin V. French, 
William Marston, 

Joel Thayer, 

Jonathan Carletoa, 
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Ephraim Hall, 

John P. Whitwell, 
Jonathan Simonds. 
Charles Cleveland, 
Joseph Hart, 

Ebenezer Clough, 
Israel Ames, 

Thomas Barnes, 

Me well Withingtoa. 
Amasa Walker; 

A. Warren Paine, 

Dr. Isaac H. Appletoa, 
Samuel S. Miles, 
Simon K. He wina, 

N. Fisher Ames, 
Moses Whitney, Jfc_ 
Dr. Isaac Porter, 
SUit&mwv 
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Simon G. Shipley, 
Frederick A. Sumner, 
James Cheever, 

Joseph Mariner, 

Thomas N. Kingsbury, 
Richards Child, 

Levi Bliss, 

Dr. John O. Fay, 

Jonathan P. Stearns, 

John Marsh. 

PLYMOUTH. 

M. Pool, Esq. of Abington, 

Capt. John Corthrell, do. 
Elijah Ames, of Marshfield, 
Samuel Curtis, do. 
Daniel Parker. Hanson. 
Capt. Seth Allen, Halifax, 
Paul Bryant, do. 

N. Lazell, Jr. Bridgewater, 
Holmes Sprague, do. 
Dea. Ezra Forbes, do. 

M. Jenkins, Jr. E. Bridgew’r 

Jacob Bates, do. 

\V:n. Loring, Esq. Duxb ry, 
Woods worth Chandler, do. 
Ichabod Alden, Esq. do. 
S. P. Merritt, Scituate, 

Col. Samuel Tolman, do. 
Isaiah Alden, Jr. do. 
R.ev. E. Smith, Hanover, 
Horatio Cushing, Esq. do. 
Dea. S. Thompson, Mid’bo. 

A. Hingman,Esq. N.Bridg'r. 
Capt. David Ames, do. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Dr. B. Waterhouse, Cam. 
Hon. Timothy Fuller, do. 
Francis Bowman, do. 

Jonas Tyler, Charlestown, 
Dr. A. R. Thompson, do. 
Charles Monro. do, 

Seth Davis, Newton, 
Stephen Qoodhue, Esq. do. 

N. Adams. Esq. Medford, 
Darius Wait, do. 
Nahum Hardy, Waltham, 
Dea. Eliphalet Pearson, do. 
Willard Feachum, do. 
Rev. Jared Reid Reading, 
Rev. Peter Sanborn, do. 
Capt. Eliab Parker, do. 
Ambrose Kingman, do. 

B. Wyman, Esq. Woburn, - 
Jona. Thompson, Jr. do. 
Capt. J. Steel, Stoncham, 
Capt. John H. Wright, do. 

E. Tufts, West Cambridge, 
Dei. T. Baldwin, Brighton, 
J. Culler, South Reading, 

A. Bigelow, Jr. Esq. do. 
Burridge Yale, do. , 

Thomas Skinner, do. 
Adam Hawkes, do. 

Reuben Gerry, do. 

Col. J. P, Merriam, Lexg*n. 
Nathaniel Cutler, do. 


N. Phipps, Esq. Hopkington 
John A. Fitch, Hopkinton. 
Thomas Odiorne, Malden, 
Francis Tuttle, Acton, 

Jno. Weatherbee, do. 

R. Brown, jr. Esq. Concord, 
Hon. Nathan Brooks, do. 

E. Brooks, Esq. Lincoln, 

T. Clark, Esq. E. Sudbury, 
W. W. Bridge, Esq. do. 
John Clark, Watertown, 
Jona. Eames, Wilmington, 
John Simonds, Bedford, 
Rev. J. Coggin, Tewksb'y. 

NORFOLK. 

Maj. A Stetson, Braintree, 
Jacob Allen, do. 

Nath. French, 2d. Canton, 
Pliny Brigham, Dedham, 
Jabez. Boyden, do. 

Herman Mann, do. 

Col. N. Ford, Dorchester, 
Lewis Pierce, do. 

Col. Edward Foster, do. 

Dr. G. M. Peck, Foxboro* 

H. C. Fisher, franklin, 

M. Richardson, Medfield, 

S. Sandford, Medway, 
Joseph Morton, Milton, 
Asaph Churchill, do. 

Gen. T. Taylor, Quincy, 

| William Wood, do. 

Seth Mann, Randolph, 
Zenas French, Esq. do. 

A. D. Williams, Roxbury, 
Capt. J. Curtis, do. 

Francis Brinley, do. 

L. D. Hewings, Sharon, 

Col. J. Pierce, Stoughton, 
Roger Sumner, do. 

Dea. E. Hunt. Weymouth, 
Dr. Appleton Howe, do. 

F. A. Kingsbury, Esq. do. 
Col. G. Hawes, Wrentham, 
Rev. M. Thacher, do. 
Lebcua Porter, do. 

ESSEX. 

R. Laird, Esq. Newbury port 
Wm. S. Allen, Esq. do. 
E.AV. Aiterx, do. 

E. S. Williams, Esq. do. 

R. Cross, Esq. Amesbury, 
Joshua Aubin, do. 

James Homer, do. 

J. Gerish, Esq. Newbury, 
Robert Brown, do. 

Col. D. Adams, do. 

John Bailey, Byfield, 

Benj. Colman, do. 

George Rogers, Gloucester, 
Amos King, Jr. Danvers, 

D. P. King, Esq. do. 
Edward South wick, do. 
Benj. Parker, Bradford, 

John Wood, Rowley, 

John Perley, do. 
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S. Brecklebank, Rowley. 
David Saunders, do. 

Wm. Munday. Topsfield, * 
Frederick Perley, do. 
Jacob Towne, Esq. do. 
Thos. Mansfield, Saugus, 
Joseph Dampncy, do. 
Jonathan Buifum, Lynn, 
Stephen Oliver, ao. 

W. B. Breed, Esq. do. 
Christ'r Bubier, do. 
Charles Merritt, do. 
Joseph B. Breed, do. 
Joseph Breed, 3d. do. 
Thomas Bowler, do. 
John Alley, 3d. do. 
Josiah R. Clough, * do. 
Nathan Breed, do. 
David Taylor. Lynnfield, 
John Upton, Jr. do. 
Joshua Hawks, do. 
Joshua Hewes, do. 
Maj.J. Peabody, Boxford, 
Charles Perley, do. 

WORCESTER. 

Col. P. Merrick. Worcester 
Rev. J. GofL Millbury, 

J. Hobart, Esq. Leicester, 
A. Rice, Esq. Northbridge, 
L. Peters, Esq. Westboro' 
Gen. F. Gregory, Royalston, 
Col. G. Burbank, Worcester 
Col. Z. Cary, Ward, 

Dea. W. Cheever,N.Brookf. 
Rev. J. Fiske, N. Braintree, 
Benj. Wood, Upton, 

Capt. E. Johnson, Southboro 
N. Pratt, Shrewsbury, . 

J. Hinds, Esq. W. Boylston, 
Hon. B. Taft, Jr. Uxbridge, 
Col. W. Eager, Northboro* 


J. Lamb, Esq. Sturbridge, 
E. Merriam,Esq. W.Brookf. 
Rev. J. Clark, Rutland. 
BRISTOL. 

M. Kempton. N. Bedford, 
Chs. Morgriage, do. 

Joseph Congaon, do. 

Micah H. Ruggles, Troy, 
David Anthony, do. 

James Shearman, do. 

John S. Russell, Taunton, 
George Walker, Jr. do. 
John Read, Jr. do. 
Gideon Chase, Somerset, 
Luther Lincoln,, Norton, 
Chs. Whitmarsh, Dighton, 
B. Allen. Fair Haven, 

' Robert Snearman, Swansey, 
TillinghastAlmy^ Westport, 
Sam’l French, Jr. Berkley, 
Lemuel Morse, Rehobo th, 
Abiather Thayer, Attleboro' 
Row’d Greene, Mansfield, 
J. C. Starkweather, Pawt’kt. 
Lyman S. Clafiin, Seekonk, 
Earl Sampson, Freetown, 

G. Robertson, Raynham. 

FRANKLIN. 

Gen. E. Hoyt, Deerfield, 
Stephen Whitney, Esq. do. 
Elijah Williams, 2d. do.. 
William Russell, do. 
Samuel Peirce, Colerain, 
Michael M’Clennan, do. 
Isaac Brown, Charlemont, 
Col. J. Longley, Hawley, 
Joseph W. Hunt, Heath. 
Ephr’m Pratt, Shutcsbury, 
Lewis Stone, Wendell, 

Wm. Smith, New Salem. 
Capt. J. White, Northfield. 
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ADDENDA 



The Report of the Committee on the connection between 
FRENCH ILLUMINISM and the higher degrees of FREE 
. MASONRY came into the hands of the Publishing Committee 
at a late hour, and upon reflection they deemed it expedient to 
insert it in this publication. 

REPORT. 

/ 

Your (Committee, appointed to inquire how far Free Masonry and French 
IHuxninism are connected, -beg leave to report : 

That, in forming a decision upon this question, they must have recourse to- 
historical facts. And nothing shall knowingly be adduced as such, but what is 
substantiated with ample evidence. 

We must be permitted to exhibit the origin and nature of Illuminism ; and 
the evidence of its being planted in our United, States ! In these will be found 
its connexion with Free Masonry. 

1. The origin and design of Illuminism will be given. 

When the French revolution astonished the world, in 1789, we rejoiced in 
the thought that it was from a spark of the true spirit of liberty from America, 
caught across the Atlantic. But the enormities of the French revolution soon 
evinced, that it had an origin very different from that of the revolution in 
America. And in the reign of terror there, the world stood aghast, not know- 
ing the cause. But soon it was developed. Two authors, at once, exhibited 
it to the world. The celebrated John Robinson, Professor of Natural Phi- 
losophy in the University of Edinburgh, and the Abbe Barruel, of France, 
two men in different kingdoms, unacquainted with each other, wrote each his 
volume, to unfold a most horrid system. They pursued different plans ; but 
met, in every essential point, and gave the same original letters, documents, 
and watch words ; and thus exhibited the best possible evidence that their de- 
velopments were correct, and might be fully relied on. Dr. Robinson’s charac- 
ter was at once attacked, according to the express plan of Illuminism, to de- 
stroy his testimony. This occasioned an inquiry into his character; which 
was ascertained to be moBt excellent in point of morality, stability, and excel- 
Jence ; and he was indeed ranked among the highest literary dignitaries of 
Europe and America. [See Payson's Modem Anti-Christ : and Smith on the 
Prophecies, 2d edition.] Some facts from the contents of these volumes* 
, will now be concisely given. 

The French Philosopher, Voltaire, about the middle of the last century, 
formed a plot to destoy the Christian Religion. He was wont to say, “ I am 
weary of hearing people repeat, that twelve men established Christianity : I 
will prove, that one may suffice to overthrow it !” And to this object he vow- 
ed to dedicate his life. To one, who said to him, you will never overthrow 
Christianity ; he replied, 14 that is what sf e shall See.” 
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To effect this task, he adopted the mask of philosophy. This he put forth 
as the only “ governess of life /” Under it, he waged war with revealed Re- 
ligion. V oltaire now associated with himself a number of French philoso- 
phers, who had as great enmity as himself against our revealed Religion ; also 
the celebrated Frederick, of Prussia; with seven other crowned’ heads of 
Europe, of whom he was heard to boast by name ; and besides, six or seven 
princes, and princesses. 'Here were the first champions of the- plot, which 
was formed with a most profound depth of intrigue, and of concealment. — 
The leaders all received fictitious names ; and also transacted their business in 
a language newly invented for the purpose. Their operations commenced : 
and their sucesses, in corrupt Catholic regions, were astonishing even to them- 
selves. And they soon began to boast among themselves of the power of se- 
cret societies ; and of the facility, with which the world may be bound with 
invisible hands ! Among their watch words, were the following : “ Hurl the 
javelin ; but conceal the hand !” “ Crush the wretch,” meaning the Lord 
Jesus Christ ! “ Strike deep ; biit hide the hand that jgives the blow.” 

The destruction of the Christian Religion, was the first object of this con- 
spiracy. But its managers were led to associate with it the subversion of all 
legitimate civil government ; and all moral restraints upon the lusts and pas- 
sions of man. 

The plot for this two-fold object, received its finishing touch from the cele- 
brated infidel, Adam WeifHaupt, Professor of canon laws, in the Univer- 
sity of Ineolstadt, in Germany. This horrid scheme he perfected under the 
name of lUuminism , or System of Light. This was framed into a system of 
higher degrees of Masonry ; and Speculative Masonry it now took into its 
grasp, as a most fit cover for its occult operations. But its real designs were, ^ 
with die greatest possible caution, concealed from the view of Masons in . the 
first degrees of their order. They were .permitted to learn only, that Masoniy 
was a far more noble institution than they had ever conceived ; ascending to 
higher and higher degrees : till it reached a wonderful height of perfection and 
bliss. . 

A candidate, marked for their prey, would have his attention arrested by 
some hint, (dropped in his hearing by some man of good appearance, but 
seeming to be accidental,) of the great power and benefit of secret societies ! 
That there were sucli societies under the direction of the greatest and best of 
men, who were going to reform the world, and render it happy. Where the 
bait was found to be taking, the candidate soon found himself conducted to 
the avenue of this system of light and glory. He was here, of course, laid 
under the most binding obligations of infallible secresy ; and of obedience to 
unknown leaders. And he was thence led on, through rising degrees, by some 
of the adepts, whose real object was, to form a full acquaintance with him; . 
and to erase from his mind all impressions of religion and morality, which 
might be there found. He was hence to be prepared for higher degrees of 
their infidel cast. To these higher degrees he was admitted, as soon as it 
was found he might receive them without alarm ; and his admission was with 
the most imposing formalities. But where his pliancy for infidelity was doubt- 
ful, the doubtful candidate received his “ sta bene f* and was carried no higher. 
Those who proceeded onward, were trained in a school of infidelity, and in- 
nred to cruejty and blood, by rites and fables ,' the most appropriate for the 
purpose. 

Their highest secret, (which in the French revolution was thrown open 
without disguise) was, “There is no God !” “Death is an eternal sleep!” 
Their sentiments now came, forth to the light, amply stored with such senten- 
ces as the following : “ All ideas of justice and injustice, of virtue and vice, 
and of gloiy and infamy, are purely arbitrary.” “ The man that is above law, 
can commit without remorse the act that may serve his purpose.” “ The fear 
of the Lord is so far from being the beginning of wisdom, that it is the begin- 
ning of folly.” “ Modesty is only an invention of refined voluptuousness.” 
“The God of the Jews and of Christians is but a chimera, a phantom. Jesus 
Christ is an impostor.” 

The practical maxims of this system', were such ae follows : “ Extend and- 
multiply the children of light, till force and numbers shall throw power into 
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your hand*'; then hesitate no longer, but begin to render yourselves formida- 
ble.” “ Nations must be brought back by whatever means : peaceably, if it 
may be : if not, then by force. All subordination must be made to vanish, 
from the earth !” In this system, the words “ reason ,” “ toleration” “ human - 
ity,” were used as a quietus , till they could call to arms. 

The ranks of illuminism were thus swelled; and hundreds of thousands be- 
came fully prepared to rise in arms, to carry their designs into effect , and the 
world was presented with a nation of armed atheists / The horrors of the 
French revolution burst forth like a river of burning lava. 

When honest Masons, of the lower degrees, (who had not gone up to the 
higher secrets of infidelity and anarchy, and had not known their designs,) 
learned the use thus made of their Masonic order, they closed their temple, 
and fled ! One addressed his Masonic associates, of the lower degrees, thus : 
“ Brethren, and companions ; give free vent to your sorrow ! The days of in- 
nocent equality are gone by. However holy our mysteries may have been, the 
Lodges are now profaned and sullied. Let your tears flow. Attired in your 
mourning robes, attend, and let us seal up the gates of our temples; for the 
profane have found means to penetrate into them. They have turned them 
into retreats for their impiety, and dens of conspirators. Within the sacred 
walls they have planned their horrid deeds, and the ruin of nations. Let us 
weep over our legions, whom they have seduced. Lodges that may serve as 
hiding places for conspirators, must for ever remain shut, both to us and to 
every good citizen.” Professor Robinson himself had been a Mason. But, 
on discovering the fact, that Illuminism had been planted by its side, and had 
"been perfecting its horrid designs under its cover , he renounced it for ever ; 
and advised all his Masonic brethren, in the world , to do the same. 

We thus learn the words of honest European Masons, relative to the con- 
nexion between Masons, and Illuminism. That Masonry had actually been 
adopted as a most fit vehicle of Illuminism ; while yet this was designed to be 
most cautiously concealed from Masons in the lower degrees. 

2. This thing may further appear, when we consider that Illuminism has 
been planted in our United States. Illuminism was not designed for amuse- 
ment ; but to bind the world with invisible hands ; and to bring back the na- 
tions from their Christian religion, and legitimate governments. Would such 
a field as America then, be overlooked py the Illuminees? Sooner would it have 
a tenfold proportion of their efforts ! ’ Every consideration, every important 
circumstance testifies to this. And both Robinson and Ba'rruel. testify to 
the fact. Upon the list of their societies given by the former, several are men- 
tioned as existing in America before the year 1786. Barruel, mentions a 
lodge of this order in Portsmouth, Virginia ; and two lodges as having descend- 
ed from it. President Dwight, hence wrote, in 1798, “ Illuminism exists in 
this country; and the impious mockery of the sacramental supper, described 
by RoBiNsoN,is acted here.” Again he thus wrote; “under these circum- 
stance* were founded the societies of Illuminism. They spread of course 
with a -rapidity, which nothing but fact could have induced a sober mind to 
believe. Before the year 17S6, they were established in great numbers through- 
out Germany, in Sweden, Madrid, Poland, Austria, Holland, Switzerland, 
Italy, England, Scotland, and America. In all these places was taught the 
grand sweeping principle of corruption, that the goodness of the end sanctifies 
the means.” Girtanner, in his Memoirs on the French Revolution , says, 

“ The active members of the propagandists were (in 1791) 50;000. Their 
funds were then thirty millions of livres. They are extended over the face of 
the world, having for their object the promotion of revolutions, and the doc- 
trines of Atheism. And it is a maxim in their code that it is better to defer 
their attempts fifty years, than to fail of success through too much precipi- 
tancy.” 

First-rate Masons in our land did, many years ago, acknowledge that Ilkimin- 
ism was planted here. A grand chaplain, by the name of Ernst, of the roy- 
al Arch Masons of New York, (28 years ago) warned his brethren thus : 

“ The deep designs of modern Masons, called the Illuminati, who have inun- 
dated Europe, and are fast gaining ground in America, have clearly demon- 
strated the abuse untyled Masonic Lodges have met with, and how they, when 


Digitized by 


Google 



/ 


38 

i 

apt prMided over and guarded by men of genuine Masonie principles, oaa be 
overthrown, revolutionized, and moulded at pleasure !” Grand Master Ma- 
cons have repeatedly given similar warning. A principle officer of the order 
wrote to President Dwight, thus : « The Lodge, to which you allude, was 
considered by me as under the modern term of Masonry, (Illuminism.) Its 
members (in 1791) were mostly French.” To the same he again wrote thus : 
“ That you bad good reason to suspect the designs of that French Lodge, I 
have no reason, nor ever had, to doubt.” D 

v ® r * Morse, many years ago in a printed sermon, assured 

the public of an official communication from the Illuminated Lodge Wisdom, 
of Portsmouth, Virginia, to the Illuminated Lodge Union. The letter was 
intercepted. In it were the names of their officers, and the number of their 
adepts ; being then 100, mostly French. In this letter, it appeared that there 
were thousands of such Lodges of Illuminism in the world ; and many in this 
western world. That this Lodge Wisdom, was a descendant of the Grand 
Orient of Paris — that the Lodge Union addressed was the fourteenth in these 
regions. The letter contained emblems of death and carnage. It had this 
motto, “Men believe their eyes further than their ears. The way by precept 
is long; but short and efficacious by examples.” A hint seems here to be 

teaching of 1nffilefity°^ their Masonic emblem8 and fables : being a practical 

A meraber of that Lodge Wisdom was heard to boast, (while the French 

r r^i U . t,0D . w “ 7*® 11 * hou S bt , of . ,n America,) that he belonged to a Lodge in 
Germany, in which that revolution was planned ! ® 

°* her direct evidences might be here adduced from writings, credi- 

must suffice 0 ” 8 ’ ^ &Cta fr ° m m ° re th “ twent y years; but those printed 

•A iH l oat comn )* ttee here to remark, that modem event, in our 

high degrees 0 f American Masonry, now published and well 
tooton, afford a full demonstration that Illuminism has indeed been planted, 
and has taken deep root in the United States. F ’ 

tiveMa 9 on^ P !ni"i!Tr iSm WaS ,ecre »y P lanted *e «de of Specula- 
«oss infid^rA, d jf d ( ‘“ a way unknown toAMasons in the first degrees) to 
gross infidelity and licentiousness ; so it has been in our nation. 6 ’ 

then are of opinion that a distinction should be made be- 
tween Masonry and Masons in the loWer degrees. That while we ufterlr 
* e fo nner, as having been found fap.ble, boffi 7„ EuropHnd 
America, of becoming a cover of Illuminism ; as in its nature tending to infi- 
delity as containing anti-republican and dangerous partialities amone citi- 
lueh «v”er m 8h ,° Ckin 8 and barbarous oath S P and pen^iwch 

open hearts and arms, invite and urge them to follow the «amn°es of the 

““ - ■ — - sat 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ETHAN SMITH, Chairman of the Committee , 
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ANTI-MAS N € BOOKS. 


HECENTLY PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE BIT 

JOHN MARSH, 

NO. 96 & 98, STATE STREET, BOSTON, 

07 s THE DEBATES IN THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI- 
MASONIC STATE CONVENTION, desirable to accompany 
the Reports of the publishing Committee. 

LIGHT ON MASONRY. — A Collection of the most important 
Documents on the subject of Fref.-Masonry ; embracing the 
Reports of William Morgan ; Proceedings of Conventions, Ora- 
tions, Essays, &c. with all the Degrees of the Order conferred in 
a Master’s Lodge, as written by Capt. Wm. Morgan' ; all the De- 
grees conferred in the Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knight Templars, with the appendant Order*- is pub- 
lished by the Convention of Seceding Masons, held a* Le Roy, 
July 4th and 5th, 1828; also, a Revelation of all tlifc Degrees 
conferred in the Lodge of Perfection, and fifteen Degrees of a 
f ill higher order, with seven French Degrees, making forty-eight 
Degrees of Free Masonry. With notes and Critical Remarks , 
by Elder David Bernard, of Warsaw, Gennessee Comity, N. Y. 
once an Intimate Secretary in the Lodge of Perfection, <S&c. 

07=* MORGAN’S ILLUSTRATION’S of the Three First De- 
grees of Free Masonry ; a new edition, with JPlatcs. 

{£7* “ FREE MASONRY.” — Its pretentions exposed in faithful 
extracts from its standard authors, w ith a review of Town's Spec- 
ulative Free Masonry , its liability to pervert the doctrine of 
revealed religion discovered in the spirit of its doctrines and in 
the application of its emblems, its dangerous tendency exhibit- 
ed in extracts from the Abbe Barrucl and Professor Robinson, 
and further illustrated in its base service to the Illuminati . By a 
Master Mason . Price $1 25. 

£7* SHERIFF SUMNER’S OPINION OF FREE MASON- 
RY, in reply to the Suffolk Committee. 

07- A LETTER BY PLINY MERRICK, Esq. Attorney at 
Law, in reply to the Worcester County Committee on Free Ma- 
sonry. 

REV. MR. THATCHER’S ADDRESSES AND LETTERS ON 
FREE MASONRY. 

Also for sale a3 above, a variety of publications on the subject of 
FREE MASONRY, comprising nearly all the works now extant 
on that subject, and all new works added as soon as published. 
07 s - ACCOUNT BOOKS, PAPER AND STATIONARY, of 
the best quality, at wholesale or retail. 

Ccw. M. is Agent for the ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW AND MONTHLY 
MAGAZINE. Edited by Henry Dana Ward, A. M. New York City, 
published Monthly, at $2peryear, payable in advance, intended to give the 
true origin and history , to review standard works and productions ^ and to 
examine the moral and religious tendency of Free Masonry . 
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